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Mr. Davies, though not occupying 
any station of eminence by which pub- 
lic attention would be attracted to his 
name, was known to a considerable 
number of friends in the Christian 
world; and, wherever known, both re- 
spected and loved. The benevolence of 
his mind, the amiableness of his tem- 
per, and the Christian courtesy of his 
manners, procured for him the friendship 
of many and the esteem of all. His 
life, though destitute of striking inci- 
dent, was uniformly holy, and his death 
delightfully tranquil; and it is presumed 
that this memoir of him will be read 
with pleasure and adyantage. 

His native town was Whitchurch, in 
Hampshire; he was born February, 


1800. His parents were persons of es-- 


tablished religious character, and both 
died within six weeks of his birth, leav- 
ing him and two other children without 
provision for the supply of their necessi- 
ties. The Father of the fatherless how- 
ever “ took him up,” and presented him 

to his uncle, the Rev. P. Davies, now pas- 
tor of the Baptist church at Whitchurch, 

_ saying, “ Take this child, and bring him 
up for me.” The charge was cheerfully 
undertaken, and faithfully executed. __ 
Of the childhood and youth of our la- 
mented friend, little needs to be said. 
The first ten years of his life were spent 
amidst the scenes of his birth-place. 
oon after he had reached that age, he 
‘removed to Reading, in Berkshire, 


here he was taught “ the fear of the 
,” both by precept and by pattern, 
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ind received into the family of his uncle ; 


ith whom he was accustomed to. 


attend the public worship of God, and 
the ministry of the word. 

Within a few days of his death, he 
informed the writer of this memoir, that 
during his earliest youth his mind had 
often been very powerfully exercised 
with convictions of the unspeakable im- 
portance of religion. He felt himself 
guilty and lost; and, at times, many 
vows and resolutions were made by him 
of a.religious nature. But his heart was 
not renewed till the eighteenth year of 
his age. He was then awakened to a 
strong and abiding impression of the 
misery and danger of his condition as a 
transgressor. of the divine law, and as 
depraved in all the dispositions and af- 
fections of his mind. He was deeply 


convinced of his guilty and perishing 


State, and had a realizing persuasion that 
the declarations of Scripttire concerning 
a future state, the resurrection of the 
dead, the final judgment, the happiness 
of heaven, and the misery of hell, are 
great and solemn realities, compared 
with which all else is a vanishing dream, 
and an empty shadow. At the same 
time, he felt himself without help and 
without hope, except what may be de- 
rived from the free grace of God, and 
the redemption of the cross. It may be 
encouraging to those who are labouring 
to “ turn sinners from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God,” to 
be informed that this change in the 
views and feelings of our lamented friend, 
was effected by the conversations and 
letters of a pious young person. 

Under these convictions, he heard a 


sermon founded on Zechariah xiii. 7, 
¥ 
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“ Awake, O sword, against the man that | lamented friend, his fellow-townsmen 


is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts ; 
smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered: and I will turn my hand 
upon the little ones.’ This sermon mi- 
nistered light and joy to his troubled 
mind. He'saw the divine perfections 
gloriously harmonizing in the salvation 
of sinners, through the sufferings and 
death of God’s well-beloved Son ; and 
experienced the work of the Holy Spirit 
glorifying Christ in his heart, and show- 
ing him those things which relate to his 
person, love, redemption, and salvation. 
Now, therefore, he began to see some- 
what of his unsearchable riches, and im- 
exhaustible fulness, and to count all 
things but loss in comparison with Him. 
Thus perceiving the glorious sufficiency 
of the divinely appointed Saviour, he 
was induced to rely on Him for that 
pardon and grace so freely offered in 
the gospel; and, casting himself upon 
Him, with all his guilt, and weakness, 
and misery, he began to enjoy the 
‘“blessedness of the man whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is cov- 
ered, and to whom the Lord will not 
impute iniquity.” 

Soon after this he was baptized, and 
united to the church then under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. J. H. Hinton. 

In the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
having entered imto the marriage state, 
he came to reside in Andover, and soon 
obtained his dismission to the infant 
church in this town; and, at length, in 
compliance with their solicitation, con- 
sented to take the office of deacon 
among them ; and, it may be confidently 
affirmed, that from the time of his settle- 
ment here, to the hour when he ex- 
changed time for eternity, his conversa- 
tion was eminently “as beeometh the 
gospel of Christ.” He was “harmless 
and gentle, pitiful and courteous.” His 
adoring was “the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is incorruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price.” His piety did not re- 
semble the noisy and impetuous torrent, 
which is often as destructive as it is be- 
neficial, but the silent and gentle stream, 
which, while it delights the eye ofthe 
beholder, fertilizes and blesses the coun- 


ee which it passes ; and, bein 
associated with genuine humility an 


modesty, he shunned observation, and 
would have shrunk from applause. And 
‘yet, retiring as were the habits of our 


oe 


could not but observe how holily and 
unblamably he lived among them ; 
while those who were most conversant 
with him, were constrained to admire 
that religion which could form such a 
character. 

When commencing business, he ear- 
nestly sought the divine blessing to rest 
upon his undertakings, and, at the same 
time, solemnly engaged to set apart a 
certain proportion of the fruits of his 
economy and industry, for the support 
of the cause of Christ, and for the relief 
of the poor and afflicted. What. that 
proportion was, the writer is not allowed 
to state, but it would doubtless have 
been considered by many professors 
highly imprudent, and yet it is believed 
it was often greatly exceeded. He was 
emphatically a good man; good in the 
exalted sense in which the term is used 
by the apostle Paul. There are many 
professors of religion who seem to be 
unmindful of the exhortation to “ do 
good and to communicate,” though it is 
expressly said, that “ with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased.” Bnt our lamented 
friend gave to him that asked, and from 
him that would borrow of him he turned 
not away. He fell not under the re- 
proof which the apostle James indirectly 
gives to those who say to the poor and 
destitute, “‘ Be ye warmed, and be ye 
clothed, notwithstanding they give them 
not those things which are needful to 
the body.” He displayed that wisdom 
which “is from above, and which is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle; easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypo- 
crisy.” He knew “the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, though he was 
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we through his poverty might be rich ;” 
and he was constrained by that amazing 
display of benevolence and mercy, to 
relieve the wants of the poor and dis- 
tressed. Indeed, the writer is per- 
suaded, that his readers would be 
greatly startled were they made ac- 
quainted with the whole extent of his 
liberality. And here it seems important 
to remark, that in the success which 


attended his industry, the following pas- 


sages of divine truth were striking] 


verified— Honour the Lord with th 7 


substance, and with the first fruits 
thine increase ; so shall thy barns | > 


filled with plenty, and thy presses shall. 


burst out with new wine.’ “There is 


4 

4 
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that seattereth, and yet increaseth ; and 
there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” “The 
liberal soul shall be made fat; and he 
that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self.” And it may be safely affirmed, 
that one reason why the followers of 
Christ possess comparatively so small a 
measure of earthly riches, is because, as 
a great writer has said, elbifishness, the 
sin of the world, has tong since become the 
sin of the church.” 

But it was for the souls of mankind, 
both at home and abroad, that our la- 
mented friend felt most concerned. He 
“beheld the transgressor, and was 
grieved ;” he saw his fellow-mortals 
standing upon the brink of the grave, 
and he knew that every unregenerate 
man treads every moment on the verge 
of that world where the centuries of 
despair which pass along are unnum- 
bered, because there no seasons roll, and 
the miserable victims of inexorable jus- 
tice know that their punishment will 
never end, never be mitigated, This 
danger, as imminent as it is dreadful, 
awakened his deepest sympathy, and 
drew forth his daily and fervent prayers 
for their conversion. Nor did he stop 
here, but cheerfully united with others 
in their efforts to produce that essen- 
tially important transformation of cha- 
racter. The sabbath-day invariably 
found him in the house of God, sur- 
rounded with the children of the poor, 
and engaged in teaching them to read 
and understand those sacred records 
*‘ which are able to make them wise 
unto salvation, through faith in Christ 
Jesus ;” distributing among them books 
suited to their capacities, and uniting 
with others in prayer for their present 
and eternal interests. From his dwell- 
ing there constantly issued great num- 
bers of religious tracts, those silent min- 
isters of truth which in so many instances 
have been blessed to the souls of man- 
kind. The missionary funds were an- 
nually and liberally supplied with the 
fruits of his economy and industry. The 
church to which he belonged received 
such support as might well make many 
richer professors ashamed. In addition 
to his regular contributions, his expres- 
sions of solicitude for the comfort of his 
pastor, and for the education of his 
children, were numerous and unwearied, 
‘On one occasion, the complete works of 
John Howe were placed in his library ; 
thing he did was done in 


feistYits 
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such a way as endeared both the giver 
and the gift. And never, perhaps, did 
it happen, that an accredited minister or 
messenger from a distant church sought 
his contributions in vain, to whatever 
denomination he belonged. 

It must not, however, be supposed, 
that his “work of faith, and labour of 
love,” formed the smallest part of the 
foundation of his hope towards God. 
In this respect he was “ determined not 
to know any thing among men save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” When 
he had done all, he felt and confessed, 
that he “was but an unprofitable ser- 
vant.” He declared to his pastor, a few 
days before his decease, the deep and 
abiding conviction of his soul, that the 
least expectation of eternal blessedness, 
on any other ground than the sovereign 
grace of God, and the mediation of 
Christ, is not only indicative of that ar- 
rogance which is natural to man, not- 
withstanding the moral pollutions by 
which he has rendered himself inexpres- 
sibly odious in the sight of infinite pu- 
rity, but altogether a wild chimera. He 
knew and felt himself to be utterly un- 
worthy of the least favour from God 
and “ looked-for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 

In the beginning of March last, while 
engaged in a work of mercy in a neigh- 
bouring village on the Sabbath day, he 
is supposed to have taken cold. This 
produced congestion of the lungs, and 
other organs, attended with difficulty of 
breathing ; and, though competent me- 
dical skill was employed, it terminated 
his earthly pilgrimage im about two 
months; and there can be no doubt that 
he was immediately removed to the pre- 
sence of God, “where there is fulness of 
joy, and to his right hand, where there 
are pleasures for evermore.” 

Being a man of truly liberal princi- 
ples, he was greatly concerned for the 
redress of those grievances of which the 
injured part of the community have so 
long and so justly complained. He was 
fully persuaded, that all compulsory as- 
sessments for the support of any religious 
establishment, are abhorrent to the prin- 
ciples of the New Testament, and are 
equally unjust, unreasonable, and vexa- 
tious; and, rather than yield obedience 
to the laws respecting church-rates, he 
suffered his goods to be seized and sold,. 
even while labouring under that afflic- 
tion from which he never recovered— 
“knowing that he had a treasure in 
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heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves cannot 
break through and steal.” 

He found, however, how extremely 
difficult it is, in this imperfect state, to 
blend a due regard to measures of poli- 
tical reform with spirituality of mind 
and devotion of spirit. He was a man 
of prayer; he walked with God, and 
was accustomed to retire, morning and 
evening, for devout meditation, and 
converse with God and eternal realities. 
But the anxiety he felt for the repeal of 
all unjust and oppressive enactments, 
and for the equal rights and privileges of 
his fellow-subjects, had in some measure 
diverted his attention from the weightier 
concernments of the soul and of eternity. 
The stated seasons of meditation and 
prayer were observed, but there was 
less delight, less freedom, and less fer- 
vour in his devotions ; he felt a degree 
of deadness and barrenness which caused 
him many a pang, though not perceived 
by his most intimate friends. Those 
public journals which advocate measures 
of political reform, excited too deep an 
interest, and became a snare to his soul. 
When laid aside by afiliction, and 
brought to “search and try his ways,” 
he discovered his error, and humbled 
his soul before God; his sin was con- 
fessed with shame and sorrow upon the 
head of the great gospel sacrifice, and 
he experienced returning joy and peace. 
He by no means thought his affliction 
would terminate in death, but would 
often express his persuasion, that it was 
sent as achastisement from his heavenly 
Father, for his indifference to the exer- 
cises of religion, and designed to bring 
him into closer and more intimate com- 
munion with God. Indeed, he would 
often express a wish to live, that he 
might lay himself out more fully and un- 
reservedly for God and his cause, and 
that his profiting might appear to all his 
friends. 


Having all his life enjoyed the most. 


excellent health, it was a great trial of 
patience to be unable to go out of his 
room by day, or to sleep much by night, 


‘divine presence might 


and when the hopes which he had been | 
encouraged to entertain of being able to | 


be removed for change of air were fre- 


"eed disappointed, he often requested | 
t 


e writer to pray that “patience may 
have her cote work,” but would as 
often say, he would rather his affliction 
may be sanctified than removed. _ 

On one occasion he said to Mrs, Da- 
vies, “T go to the window at times, and 
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see my neighbours passing in health and 
strength, but I would not exchange my 
circumstances for theirs.” On another 
occasion, his pastor informed him, that 
he was going to request a few friends to 
unite with him that evening to pray, 
that, if it were the will of God, his 
affliction might be removed. “Oh,” 
said he, “if you do meet, pray that if I 
I am restored, I may be more spiritual 
and more devoted to God than I have 
ever yet been.” At another time he 
said, “How much more useful and 
happy I should have been, had I visited 
the sick and needy more frequently.” 
At another, he observed, ‘‘I am desirous 
of living a little longer, for I feel that as 
yet I have done nothing.” One night, 
when he had been speaking of the 
drowsy state of his mind for some time 
previous to his affliction, he felt his 
heart enlarged in gratitude and love to 
his great Shepherd, for his restoring 
mercy and quickening grace, and at- 
tempted to sing the following stanza:— 


«In his own appointed hour 
To my heart the Saviour spoke, 
Touched me by his Spirit’s power, 
And my dangerous slumber broke. 
Then I saw and owned my guilt, 
Soon my gracious Lord replied— 
‘ Fear not, I my blood have spilt, 
*T was for such as thee I died.’ ” 


Voice and breath, however, failed him ; 
he only sang the first two lines. The 
remainder were reserved to be sung 
amidst the ardours of eternity. 

Just a week before his decease, his 
pastor went to sit at his bedside during 
the night. Disease rendered him ex- 
ceedingly restless, and reason was some- 
times beclouded, but the mind was 
prayerful and serene.. When his medi- 
cal attendant had left, and all were re- 
tired to rest, prayer was offered that the 
be enjoyed 
through the night, and that underneath 
him may be “the everlasting arms.” 
When his pastor rose from his knees, he 
seized his hand, and said, “Oh, how 
much I love you for all your kindness 
to me, especially for favouring me with 
pa company to night, and how much 

desire to live to help you in your ar- 
duous work; but, if I should be re- 


moved, the Lord will help and bless _ 


you, and Susan (his wife) will, I trust, 
be continued to 
Christ.”” 


a> OV 


At one time, reason seemed entirely 4 
dethroned, and he spake incoherently, — 


support the cause of — 


— se 
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in a low tone of voice. 
being unable to minister support or com- 
fort to him, kneeled down to pour his 
silent prayer into the gracious and ever- 
attentive ear of the great Shepherd. The 
attitude of prayer caught his eye, the 
reasoning faculty exerted itself, and he 
said in a tone of great distress, “ O, Sir ; 
do let me hear you pray ; I will try to 
pray with you. Perhaps next Sunday 
night I shall be where I cannot hear 
you.” Once during the night, the sufli- 
ciency of Christ’s sacrifice as a ground 
of hope was suggested to him, and the 
vanity of trusting to any thing else; and 
he immediately declared, that he could 
find no other foundation, or unfailing 
source of comfort, besides the righteous- 
ness of him “ whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood.” On this righteousness he was 
enabled confidently to depend; by this 
blood his conscience was purged from 
guilt ; the sting and dread of death were 
taken away; and he was prepared for 
the sublime ayocations, and ineffable fe- 
licities of the heavenly state. 

Two days previous to his death, it 
was remarked in his hearing, that if the 
excellencies of a departed Christian 
were spoken of in a funeral discourse, it 
should be “ to the praise of the glory of 
his grace” by whose influence they were 
produced. His countenance instantly 
assumed an expression of anxiety and 
distress. On his pastor asking what he 
was thinking of, he said, “ I was think- 
ing where you would find my excellen- 
cies.” On another occasion, when the 
ground of his hope had been mentioned, 
he said— 


__ A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 


On Thy kind arms I fall, 
Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 
My Jesus and my all.” 

On Saturday evening, June 2nd, he 
appeared to be sinking under the influ- 
ence of typhus, and seemed more appre- 
hensive of his danger than he had been 
before. His pastor informed him, that 
it was highly probable that his end was 
approaching, but no alarm was discov- 
ered, and he said he was not afraid of 
death. It deserves to be recorded, to 
the praise of his medical attendants, R. 
T. Latham, Esq. and T.C. Westlake, Esq., 


that they remained with him the whole 


of that night to try the last remedy that 


could be resorted to; but it failed. The | 
ere |< the depth of the riches both of the 


time of his departure fixed in the divine 
mind, was come, and neither professional 
skill nor earnest prayers could ayail. On 
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His pastor | the Sabbath evening, soon after the ser- 


vices of the sanctuary to which he had 
been accustomed to resort, were closed, 
his happy spirit winged its flight to join 
in the worship of the heavenly temple, 
and in the services of the everlasting 
Sabbath. 

In his death the town of Andover has 
sustained an unspeakable loss. One who 
was ready to feed the hungry, and to 
clothe the naked, and, what is of far 
greater importance, who cared for the 
souls of all around him, and who wrestled 
in prayer to God for their salvation with 
unceasing importunity: and perhaps it 
has never happened, that the decease of 
a private individual, and especially of a 
Dissenter, moying in comparatively 
humble circumstances, occasioned a 
greater sensation. The dignity of his 
deportment, the strict integrity, and the 
uniform benevolence of his life, procured 
him universal respect and esteem, and 
men of every rank and denomination 
deeply lamented his removal from time 
to eternity. To the church to which he 
belonged it was a most painful dispen- 
sation. By all its members he was most 
affectionately loved, and highly valued. 
By innumerable acts of kindness and be- 
neficence, he had endeared himself to 
their hearts. Many felt that they had 
lost a benefactor, and all a sincere and 
amiable friend; and the pastor felt that 
his hands were weakened, and his heart 
discouraged. There was, however, wis- 
dom and mercy displayed in the conti- 
nuance of our beloved brother in life till 
the-church was, in some measure, able 
to bear so great a loss, which it behoves 
us to admire and praise. Had he been 
removed a few years ago, when a di- 
versity of opinion, on the proper exhibi- 
tion and the practical bearing of the 
doctrines of grace had induced many of 
the members to separate themselves ; 
and when the support of the cause de- 
pended almost entirely on himself and 
another beloved brother, who happily 
survives him; there is reason to fear, 
the “candlestick would have been re= 
moved out of its place.” But, through 
the blessing of God, our departed friend 
lived to see several of his dear brethren 
whose separation had occasioned him 
unspeakable sorrow, return ; and left the 
church apparently in a more healthy 
and thriving state than it had ever been 
during any previous period of its history. 


wisdom and knowledge of God.” 
Andover, December 26, 1838, 
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THE AWAKENED AND DISTRESSED SINNER INSTRUCTED AND 
ENCOURAGED. 


BY THE REV, SAMUEL BRAWN. 


" Tur following remarks are addressed 
to every one who is so far awakened 
from the lethargy of sin as to see that 
his moral condition is deplorable, and 
his prospect for eternity fearful. The 
object of the writer is, to direct the at- 
tention of the person who is asking, 
“ What shall Ido to be saved?” to such 
statements of divine truth as answer this 
question, and are adapted to mature 
convictions into the “ repentance which 
is to salvation.” 

It is quite natural, that the close and 
frequent consideration of what you have 
been in mind and heart, in word and 
conduct, before God; how extensively 
you have banished him from your 
thoughts and affections ; and how fear- 
fully you have disregarded his precepts 
and authority, should awaken in your 
mind the keenest convictions, the most 
painful forebodings, and the most dis- 
tressing sorrow. The full and clear per- 
ception of the heinous nature of sin, 
with a firm persuasion that pardon can 
never be experienced, but that the pain- 
ful consequences of rebellion against 
God must be for ever endured, will pro- 
duce that bitter remorse which is styled 
the never-dying worm, the unquenchable 
fire. It is true, the convictions of every 
convert are not alike deep and painful. 
Some no sooner see their danger than 
they understand and embrace the way 
of salvation. Others, like yourself, in 
anguish of soul ery out, “ Behold, I am 
vile; what shall I answer thee?” “My 
sin is ever before me.” Were it not for 
the remedy which God has provided, 
they who now rejoice in hope of ever- 
lasting life, would not only mingle their 
tears of contrition with yours, but would 
sit down in silent hopeless darkness, 
awaiting with unutterable anxiety the 
events of an unknown and opening: fu- 
turity. But He, who is unsearchable in 
wisdom, and unlimited in sovereign 
goodness, has devised a way in which 
he can exercise mercy without sacrific- 
ing justice ; can vindicate his authority 
and government, whilst he extends com- 
passion to the guilty, and in which he 
proves himself to be a just God and a 
Saviour. It is to this economy of infi- 
nite wisdom, to this provision of infinite 
love, that your attention is now solicited. 


Perhaps it may not be useless briefly 
to observe, that some, on being first 
awakened to search the Scriptures for 
eternal life, feel surprise and disappoint- 
ment in not finding the plan of redemp- 
tion systematically exhibited, and its 
doctrines, privileges, duties, &c., con- 
secutively unfolded and applied. Let it 
be remembered, that God must necessa- 
rily be infinite in all his attributes, and 
must act in accordance with these per- 
fections of his nature. We need not, 
therefore, be surprised, that “his judg- 
ments are a great deep,” and “ his ways 
past finding out.” We are utterly in- 
competent to fathom the depth of his 
counsels, to scan the arrangements of 
his government, or to say what is befit- 
ting the Almighty, and what he can or 
cannot do with consistency. ‘ Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for us; it is 
high, we cannot attain unto it.” What, 
therefore, God has thought proper to 
reveal, it becomes us in humility and 
gratitude to receive ; and although at 
present we only see and know in part, 
we have the assurance that hereafter we 
shall be more definitely and extensively 
acquainted with the plan and glory of 
man’s redemption. Enough, however, 
is revealed of the gracious purposes of 
God towards men, when it is duly con- 
sidered and rightly applied, to make the 
sincere and devout inquirer after truth 
‘wise unto salvation.” 

In the following passages, which per- 
haps you will be so kind as to read, we 
have an epitome of the ground-work of 
our redemption, and the foundation on 
which our faith and hope for pardon and 
acceptance with God may rest with per- 
fect security. 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6; Heb. ii. 
9,10. 14—18; Gal. iv. 4,5; 2 Conv. 
21; Gal. iii. 18, 14; Rom. ili. 19—81 ; 

x. 4; Acts ii. 22—24; Mark xvi. 15— 
20; Heb. vi. 20; vii. 24—28. In his 
mediatorial character and work, Christ is 
* the way,” in which God can righteous- 
ly have mercy on the most guilty, 
“ And by him all that believe are justi- — 

fied from all things, from which they — 
could notsbe justified by the law of 
Moses.” ‘For Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one tk 
believeth.” In him you may beho 
just such a mediator, high-priest, and 
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advocate with the Father as your sinful- | through the blood which they had im- 


ness requires, ‘‘ Wherefore he is able } 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them.” Whilst 
the unlimited invitations and gracious 
promises of the gospel, authorize every 
one, and therefore you, to come to Christ 
in faith, and to trust in him for grace 
and salvation. ‘‘ The Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst, Come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life, freely.” He 
who has furnished you with these 
grounds of faith and hope is unchange- 
able, and will in faithfulness perform all 
he has promised. He who loved us, and 
died to redeem us, well knows our igno- 
rance, temptations, difficulties, labours, 
sufferings, and dangers; and he has 
promised to give both the Holy Spirit, 
and “‘all things, whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
“The God of all grace,” has, in his 
wise and merciful providence, led you 
to see and feel your danger as a sinner, 
and Christ is now proposed to you as a 
refuge from “the wrath to come.” Do 
not imagine that your sins are so aggra- 
vated, and your character so base, that 
God is unwilling to save you. In the 
gospel there are no exceptions of this 
kind. Noneareexcluded. The invita- 
tions are addressed to all, irrespective of 
difference in the degrees of depravity 
and guilt. Whatever may be the num- 
ber and magnitude of your offences, and 


however long you may have been in re- 
bellion against God, you are encouraged 
to return to him, and expect his cordial 
- welcome, and the full absolution of all 
“your crimes. “As I live, saith the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways; for why will ye 
die?” Verily, I say unto you, all sins 
shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
and blasphemies wherewithsoever they 
shall blaspheme.” ‘ The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
Are not these solemn assurances suffi- 
cient to silence every doubt concerning 
the willingness of our heavenly Father 
to bestow, even on you, that pearl of 
great price, salvation? Moreover, if the . 
persecuting Saul of Tarsus obtained for- 
-giveness; if the murderers of the Lord 
Aasae were invited to come, and were 


encouraged to expect pardon and life 


piously shed ; why, my fellow-sinner, 
should you despair? Well consider the 
facts, that God “delights in mercy,” 
the infliction of punishment is his strange 
work, in which he has no pleasure ; that 
through Jesus Christ he ean righteously 
save the chief of sinners, and is there- 
fore waiting to be gracious; and that he 
invites all men to embrace the gospel, 
and promises eternal life to every be- 
liever. ‘God is in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and_ hath 
committed unto us the word of reconci- 
liation. Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.’ My 
dear reader, give the Lord credit. for 
meaning what he says. Take him at his 
word, and rely on him for the perform- 
ance of all he has promised. He de- 
clares, “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away.” 

You have been inquiring, “‘ Wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord, and bow 
myself before the high God?” Let me 
warn you against two or three very com- 
mon, but exceedingly pernicious errors, 
respecting the ground of our acceptance 
before God. It very frequently hap- 
pens, that sinners convinced of their 
past inattention to the holy Scriptures, 
and neglect of all spiritual duties, resolve 
to read the word of God very diligently, 
and attend with the greatest regularity 
and seriousness to all other available 
means of grace, hoping thereby to ob- 
tain the blessing of God, and be ranked 
amongst the followers of the Lord Jesus. 
Being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
the righteousness which God has pro- 
vided in Christ for the justification of all 
who believe, they go about to establish 
their own righteousness as a qualification 
for the privileges of the church, and as a 
ground of admission into the kingdom 
of heaven. Maultitudes extend their re- 
ligious views and efforts no higher and 
no further, than the attainment of what 
will prove an imaginary righteousness, 
and a fearful delusion. Beware, my 
fellow-sinner, of this moral quicksand on 


which thousands have struck, from 


which they could neyer be got off, and 
who, filled with self-deceivings and vain 
confidence, haye gone down to perdi- 
tion. ‘ By the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” 
« By grace ye are saved,” 


» 
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There are others who seem to think, | 
that if they are not to depend on their 
own righteousness for salvation, they 
must nevertheless qualify themselves for | 
the reception of the grace of God, and a 
vital saving union to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They do not say, that they can 
metit the blessings and privileges of the 
gospel, but they speak as though they 
thought some moral qualification neces- 
sary before they are warranted to trust 
in Christ for justification, and before 
they are authorized to expect the teach- 
ing and comfort of the Holy Spirit in 
answer to prayer. Such views, however 
qualified, are in reality self-righteous; 
and so long as they are entertained, they 
keep the sinner from Christ, and pro- 
duce doubts and fears, indecision and 
bondage. As the disease of the afflicted 
is the very reason why he should apply 
to a physician, so the guilty condition of 
a sinner is the very reason why he should 
go to Jesus Christ in faith for salvation ; 
and, as the power and extent of the dis- 
ease become greater, the more necessary 
it is to seek without delay the best me- 
dical assistance, so, the deeper the de- 
pravity and greater the guilt, the more 
necessary it is that the sinner should 
abandon all other means, and throw him- 
self entirely on the grace of God-in Jesus 
Christ. : 

We sometimes hear an awakened sin- 
ner say, “I wish I had faith and repen- 
tance. I know that I am a sinner, and 
that I can be saved only by the substitu- 
tionary work of the Lord, who died the 
just for the unjust. Iread the Bible, and 
attempt to pray; but I am persuaded 
that I have not the faith which is neces- 
sary to salvation, nor do I find that the 
word will produce it in me. I am un- 
happy, but fear my sorrow is not true 
repentance.” Now, allowing the person 
to be sincere in this statement, it is evi- 
dent that error and truth are mixed both 
in the views which he takes of himself 
and of the gospel. What the principal 
error is, it is sometimes difficult for the 
person who converses with the inquirer 
to ascertain, There may be a portion 
of the leaven of self-righteousness; and, 
not being able to realize that which will 
give the conscience satisfaction, the sin- 
ner is thrown back to toil over the same 
ground, to meet again with the same 
reward. 

The fundamental principles of the 
gospel and elemental piety may be very 
imperfectly understood. If he really 


| vents him from doing so? 


DISTRESSED SINNER. 


wishes to believe in Christ, what pre- 
The state- 
ments of divine truth are before him ; 
they are worthy of his faith, and they 
demand it. To believe what the Scrip- 
tures teach concerning Christ is to have 
faith inhim. The desire of repentance 
implies a perception of the evil of sin, 
and a feeling of aversion towards it, with 
a disposition to seek reconciliation with 
God, It is easy to conceive, that in 
such a state of mind there may be sin- 
cere and strong desire for deeper contri- 
tion and greater conformity to God. But 
it is hard to conceive of an impenitent 
heart desiring to be penitent. It is pos- 
sible that, whilst enough of the divine 
testimony respecting sin is believed to 
awaken the conscience, and make the 
guilty soul tremble, other parts of the 
divine testimony concerning the inherent 
vileness of sin, &c., are not believed, at 
least not to such an extent as to produce 
hatred of sin on account of its heinous 
character. Where this is the case, it is 
evident that, whilst there may be ardent 
desire for pardon, and the privileges of 
the people of God, there is not a sincere, 
hearty desire to become a new creature 
in Christ Jesus. My dear reader, if this 
should be your case, meditate on God’s 
testimony respecting sin, till you under- 
stand the real character of sin, its de- 
ceiving and destructive influence, and 
the inevitable and awful misery which it 
will bring to your soul and body if suf- 
fered to have dominion over you. Me- 
ditate on the subject till your heart is 
filled with righteous and implacable dis- 
gust against an enemy so deserving the 
hatred and curse of a just and holy God. 
You can no more find scriptural peace 
and joy in believing, whilst sin is unsub- 
dued in the heart, than a patient can 
realize health, whilst a lingering fever 
remains unsubdued in his constitution. 
Reject as false and ruinous every idea 
in which sin is made to appear pleasing 
or profitable. If the character of Satan 
is hateful, sin made it so; it extinguished 
the light of truth and holiness in his na- 
ture, and under its influence he became 
the inveterate enemy of his Creator, the 
father of lies, the deceiver and tormen- 


tor of man. And is sin worthy of being 


cherished in your heart? Oh! my fel- 
low-sinner, for your own sake, 
Christ’s sake, tum out this insidious 


monster, and hearken to him who cries, — 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: | 
if any man hear my voice, and open the 


for 
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door, I will come to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” 

It is possible, that painful experience 
in an awakened sinner may arise from 
supposing that, if he were born again of 
the Spirit, he should feel no tendency to 
that which is sinful, and inasmuch as he 
finds, both in mind and heart, that which 
is contrary to truth and holiness, he 
fears that he is still a stranger to the 
quickening and purifying influence of 
the Holy Spirit. It is, however, evi- 
dent, both from the word of God and 
experience, that although the Christian 
becomes a new creature in Christ, still 
his nature, whilst in this world, is not 
absolutely purified from every tendency. 
to that which isevil. He finds “ a law 
in his members warring against the law 
of his mind.” In consequence of this, a 
devoted servant of the Lord exclaimed, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? 
I thank God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Here we perceive the evil under 
consideration, and the source of deliver- 
ance. Every child of God, conscious of 
his depravity and numerous imperfec- 
tions, frequently prays, “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me.” The young convert, 
therefore, must not suppose that he 
shall have nothing to contend with-in 
himself. But let him learn to distinguish 
between the tendencies of nature, and 
the indulgence of that which is evil in 
thought and feeling. Habitually “keep 
the body under;” and especially “ keep 


thy heart with all diligence, for out of it | 


are the issues of life.” 

Whilst correct views of the plan. of 
our redemption are of the first import- 
auce, beware lest you stop here, and, 
like some early heretics, conclude that 


a 
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knowledge is the whole of religion. 
Many are proud of what they term su- 
perior light and soundness in the faith, 
although they are as destitute of the 
power of godliness and the fruits of the 
Spirit, as the thorn is of grapes, or the 
thistle of figs. Such characters often 
talk fluently and loudly, using “ great 
swelling words,” but they are no better 
than “ sounding brass, or a tinkling eym- 
bal.’ Be assured, that the sentiment 
which does not induce spirituality of 
mind, and a holy conformity to the pre- 
cepts and example of Jesus Christ, was 
never taught by that Spirit of whom the 
Saviour said, “he shall glorify me.” It 
may act as an opiate to the conscience, 
in those who have pleasure in unrigh- 
teousness, but the peace which it induces 
is the stupor of spiritual death. There 
are no greater enemies to the cross than 
those who profess to know the Lord, but 
in works deny him; who pretend to 
understand “the deep things of God,” 
but practically show themselves to be 
better acquainted with “the depths of 
Satan.” 

Take up, my dear reader, with neither 
knowledge, nor creeds, nor any other 
thing short of ‘the truth as it is in Je- © 
sus.’ This is “the doctrine which is 
according to godliness,” in experience 
and practice, Receive it cordially, and 
“let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom,” that you may 
abound in “ the work of faith, the labour 
of love, and’ the patience of hope.” 
Cultivate, also, tenderness of conscience, 
and let it be manifested in your conduct 
toward God and man. Having faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, “draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you,” 
and show you his salvation. — 

Loughton. 
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BENJAMIN 


Bensamin Keacu was born February 
29, 1640, at Stokehamah, Bucks; and 
descended from godly parents, who 
“brought him up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” “ Froma child 


he knew the Holy Scriptures, which | 
made him wise unto salvation, through | 


faith which is in Christ Jesus,” and 

“ throughly furnished him unto all good 

works.” Having received the love of 
VOL. I.—FOURTH SERIES. 


KEACH. 


the truth that.he might be saved, in his 
fifteenth year he publicly devoted him- | 
self to the service of Christ by submitting 
to the rite of Christian baptism. Three 
years after his baptism, the church called 
him to the work of the ministry, which 
he prosecuted with considerable accept- 
ance and success among the Remon- 
strants, or General Baptists, from whom 
he subsequently withdrew, and joined 
Z 
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the Particular Baptist denomination, 
Wishing to use every legitimate means 
for the diffusion of religious knowledge, 
especially among the rising generation, 
in the year 1664 le published a book 
called “ the Child’s Instructor ;” on ac- 
count of which he was bound in a recog- 
nizance of £100, and two sureties of 
£50 each, to appear at the assizes, to 
answer for his offence. The result of 
his mock trial sentenced him to imprison- 
ment for afortnight, to stand in the pillory 
at Aylesbury and at Winslow, to have 
the book burnt before his face by the 
common hangman, to pay the king £20, 
to remain in jail till he found sureties for 
his good behaviour and appearance at 
the next assizes; then to renounce his 
doctrines, and make such submissions as 
should be enjoined. All this a pious and 
respectable minister of the Baptist de- 
nomination suffered from the creatures 
of a despotic and licentious monarch, 
not for sedition or riotous conduct, not 
for drunkenness, or immorality ; but for 
endeavourlng to teach young children 
the first principles of the oracles of God. 
Disgusted with such unrighteous and 


_ intolerant proceedings, Mr. Keach re- 


moved with his family to London, a.p. 
1668, and soon afterwards became pas- 
tor of a Baptist church in the Borough. 
In order to escape molestation, this little 
flock often met in private and obscure 
houses ; but, notwithstanding the pre- 
cautions used, they were disturbed on 
various occasions, and taken before ma- 
gistrates to answer for their nonconfor- 
mity. In the year 1672, they availed 
themselves of the indulgence of Charles 
Il. “granting to the protestant dissen- 
ters the public exercise of their reli- 
gion,” and built a meetinghouse at Hors- 
ley-down, in which Mr. Keach preached 
with so much acceptance and success, 
that repeated enlargements were neces- 
sary to provide accommodation for his 
numerous hearers. Increasin popu- 
larity and influence augmented his la- 


THE GOSPEL. 


bours and responsibilities, which le 
cheerfully {discharged, in promoting the 
Protestant interest in this kingdom ; in 
writing books to explain and defend the 
doctrines and duties of Christianity ; and 
in seeking the prosperity of his own de- 
nomination. In common with the great 
body of nonconformists, he hailed ‘ the 
Glorious Revolution” as a fatal blow to 
despotism, and the dawn of an auspi- 
cious day to our country ; nor is there 
any ground for surprise that one who 
suffered so much under the Stuart dy- 
nasty should rejoice over its downfall, 
and indulge visions of future glory. “I 
do not doubt,” said he, “but the slain 
witnesses are getting out of their graves; 
time will open things clearer to us ; but 
I am sure we cannot sufficiently adore 
the divine goodness, for that salvation 
wrought by his right hand.” 

Mr. Keach became a leading and in- 
fluential minister in his own denomina- 
tion; visited the churches in various 
parts of the kingdom at the request of 
his brethren, and zealously promoted 
the erection of some meeting-houses in 
London and the vicinity. In the bap- 
tismal controversy he wrote against 
Richard Baxter and Mr. Burkitt ; pub- 
licly disputed with Quakers and Socini- 
ans; and was involved in the discussions 
then dividing our churches about laying 
hands on baptized believers, singing the 
praises of God in public, the maintenance 
of Christian ministers, and the abroga- 
tion of the Jewish Sabbath. The closing 
scenes of his life manifested the power 
and value of true religion. Patience, 
resignation to the-will of God, faith in 
Jesus Christ, joy in the Holy Ghost, and 
a good hope through grace possessed his 
soul; and, after ‘“ enduring hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ,’ he 
finished his course July 18, 1704, in the 
64th year o his life. 
the just is blessed.” 
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THE GOSPEL. 


It is the breath of Deity 
Bedewing the waste wilderness ; 
It glows with immortality, 
And whispers only happiness. 


. 


A rich celestial melody, 

Saluting the poer sinner’s ear, 
To soothe his penitential sigh, | 

And burst the prison of despair, 


“The memory of _ 


POETRY. 


A matchless light that shines abroad 
To check the universal night ; 
Its beams illume the way to God, 
And darkness hurries to the flight. | 


The sacred manna sinners glean, 
Peculiar to a heavenly taste; 

The generous stream that flows serene, 
To moisten all the barren waste. 


Rumsgate. 
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The mighty banner Jesus sways, 
Inscribed with holiness and love; 

Beneath its shade the pilgrim prays, 
Nor wishes evermore to rove. 


The blessed chart that points to heaven, 
A faithful guide to paradise ; 

It brings the news of sin forgiven, 
And bids me fly beyond the skies. 


J. Mortitock DANIELL. 


“GIVE EAR, O SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL.” 


Great Shepherd of thy chosen flock, 
Attend my humble cry; 

Oh, lead me to refreshing streams, 
Or I grow faint and die, 


Thy voice I’ve heard, Thy fold I love, 
Where kindred spirits meet ; 

With them my sighs I’ve intermix’d 
While bending at thy feet. 


Led there by Thee, on Thee I feast— 
A field of rich supplies ; 


And, solaced with Thy presence there, 
How bless’d each minute flies ! 


Calne. 


But oft a stranger’s voice I’ve heard, 
And I too oft gave ear; 

But pastures barren then I found, 
Nor cooling waters there. 


Then, like a wandering sheep, I mourned; 
It moved my Shepherd kind ; 

And He, as faithful to his charge, 
Relieved my anxious mind. 


Dear Shepherd, worried as I am, 
I cannot live from Thee ; 

The fertile mead, the living stream, 
Art Thou, O Christ, to me. 


W. Lusu. 


LINES ON 1 COR. XIII. 12. 


“ Now we see through a glass darkly.” 


How darkly through the gospel glass, 
We trace the mysteries of love ; 

And scarce can view a Saviour’s face 
While in this gloomy vale we rove: 
Yet these faint glimpses, oh, how bright, 
Compared with nature’s glimmering light! 


Our years in ceaseless toil we spend, 
Yet only gain a sickly ray; 

While faith and love in vain ascend 
To catch the blaze of perfect day : 

Full soon their glowing pinions tire, 


And languish out in weak desire. 


_|— Yet, fraught with hope, each vision here 


Gives a sweet pledge of heavenly light, 
Points us to glory’s radiant sphere, 

One cloudless day without a night, 
Where through all mysteries we may rove, 
And learn the heights and depths of love. 


Then tempters of my soul, forbear ; 
My springing hopes your rage defy; 
Ye cannot quench the moruing star, 
Nor ean ye shut the eastern sky, 
For morning’s earliest, faintest ray, 
Ensures the brighter beams of day. 


Oh, happy hour! that clears my skies, 
And lifts me to a heavenly throne ! 
Rise, thou celestial Sun, arise, 
And make thy dazzling glories known ; 
And let me, in perfection, see 


My God in unveiled majesty. 


Hammersmith. — 


D. KATTERNS. 
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REVIEWS. 


ScuismM, as opposed to the Unity of the 
Church ; especially in the Present Times. 
Prize Essay. London: 8vo. pp. xxvii. 
592. Price 10s, 6d., cloth. 

Tux subject of this essay will be of in- 
creasing interest to the church of God, 
until the prayer of the Redeemer shall 
be fully answered—“ that they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” The Saviour prays for 
the prevalence of unity amongst his dis- 
ciples; and he states its character to be 
similar to that which exists between the 
Father and the Son. “ As thou Father, 
art in me, and I in thee.” This, at least, 
must imply a unity of counsel, of feel- 
ing, of purpose, and of action. It can- 
not mean sameness, or equality, with 
the union of the Father and the Son; 
for this cannot be, unless the followers 
of Christ were to be deified, and bear 
the office of Mediators. But it supposes 
a unity which shall resemble, as nearly 
as possible, that inseparable union which 
subsists between the Father and the 
Son. Without pretending to explain 
what indeed is inexplicable, we may 
venture to assert, that this union is 
founded upon the paternal and filial re- 
lation, and evinced in the love of the 
Father commanding, and the love of the 
Son obeying. God so loved the world 
as to give his Son to die for it ; and the 
Son as promptly and cheerfully willed to 
be given, as the Father to give. If we 
conceive of the Father as intimating his 
will, we find it recorded that the Son in- 
stantly responded to it in action, through 
difficulties, trials, and ‘‘ even unto 
death.” Hence we hear Christ saying, 
* As the Father gave me commandment 
so I do;” “therefore doth the Father 
love me, because I lay down my life,” 
If the Son approves, and does precisely 
what the Father wills and commands, 
there must be an entire unity, as com- 
plete as is compatible with personal dis- 

tinction, The unity in this case is the 

Father ewisting in the affection and con- 

duct of the Son, who felt what the 

Father felt, and who did what the Father 

willed to be done. Thus the Saviour 

says, “the Father that dwelleth in me, 

he doeth the works ; belieye me that I 


am in the Father, and the Father in me.” 
Where such union as this exists, there 
can be no envy, alienation, or ill-will ; 
but there will be perfect fellowship, satis- 
faction, and happiness. When, there- 
fore, the Saviour prays for his disciples, 
“that they may be all onz, as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee,” he sup- 
plicates on their behalf a mutual affec- 
tion, in which shall be exhibited no feel- 
ing of variance, no clashing of wills, no 
conflict of aims or ends, but a love which 
is without dissimulation, and a confi- 
dence without suspicion. 

Dr. Hoppus has well observed, that— 


«« The key to real unity must be sought in 
the reply which the New Testament gives to 
the questions, Who is a Christian? and What 
is the Church? From this source we learn, 
that a Christian is a spiritual man, and that 
the church of Christ is a spiritual institution. 
Hence the unity of the church is a spiritual 
unity. A Christian is such from the state of 
his mind and heart, A Christian church is a 
society composed of persons whose minds and 
hearts are spiritual. The true unity of the 
church, therefore, is not formal, geographical, 
political, or dependent on any human laws; 
it is a unity which has its seat in the minds 
and hearts of men. Its centre is CHRIST, 
the head of the church. Its producing agent 
is the SPIRIT OF Gop. It reigns through the 
medium of the TRUTH, received by faith, Its 
conservative principle is devotion. Its botid 
is the common ‘sympathy of regenerate na- 
tures, the attraction of minds, kindred in mo- 
ral tastes, purposes, and interests. Its spon- 
taneous and proper manifestation is Love, 
In the: Christian record, the unity of the 
church is a frequent theme ; and nothing.can 
exceed the force of the terms in which is 
pourtrayed the intimacy of the relation which 
subsists between Christ and his church, and 
mutually between all the members.”— pp. 
184—186. 


This work consists of two parts: the 
first, on unity; and the second, on 
schism. In the first part the author 
discusses the following subjects :—Unity 
of the unfallen creation—the Apostacy 
from universal love-—the re-uniting ten- 
dency of the dispensation of Merey— 
the founding of Christianity as a System 


of Benevolence — Christianity in the 
Apostolic age— Who is a Christian ? 


-—What ig the Chorch?—Unity of the 4 


Church, These subjects are treated with 


‘ 
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great perspicuity, and competent learn- 
ing, and occupy in their discussion about 
one-third of the volume. The second 
part treats of Schism. The Nature of 
Schism—the Causes and Illustrations of 
Schism, of that which is private and that 
which is more public—the evil Conse- 
quences of Schism—the Sinfulness of 
Schism—and the Cure of Schism—are 
the subjects of this part. 

Where all is marked by a sober and 
chaste exhibition of important truth (and 
by this excellence the volume before us 
is eminently characterized), there is the 
less reason for placing before our readers 
one passage in preference to another. 
We give, therefore, almost at random, 
the following extract illustrative of an 
important truth. 


“« The existence of different denominations 
of Christians is not necessarily schismatical. 
That it is a mark of infirmity, of imperfect 
apprehension of truth—that it is undesirable 
—is admitted. The millennial glory of the 
church may cause these lines of demarcation 
to melt away. That it will render them 
fainter and less numerous cannot be doubted, 
Yet we maintain, that schism, in the sense of 
the New Testament is, by no means, of neces- 
sify, involved in these distinctions. For why, 
notwithstanding such differences of opinion, 
may there not still be ¢ unity in essentials; in 
non-essentials, liberty ; in all things charity ? 
The divine Redeemer loved ‘his own.’ There 
was a divine love which embraced all his dis. 
ciples, equally ; a love, which neither Geth- 
semane, nor the cross, nor death, could 
quench. But, having condescended to as- 
sume our nature, as a man he obeyed its laws. 
There was a human love, the preference of 
friendship; ‘Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus.’ Thus, he sanctioned 
private friendship as consistent with universal 
love. May not denominational Christianity, 
maintained with charity, be regarded as a cer- 
tain species of Christian friendship? Friend- 
ship is founded on something more than even 
grand common principles; it involves a some- 
what minute peculiarity of tastes—similar 
characteristic predilections and objects of pur- 
suit. Let Christian denominations, there- 
fore, be conceived of under the idea of socic- 
ties of private friendship, selected from the 
universal church, and founded on coincidence 
in minor opinions and practices, chiefly re- 
garding external points. Christians must 
worship locally apart: why may they not so 
worship as that the consciences of all may be 
satisfied, that all may be fully persuaded in 
their own minds—that all may be edified? 


Let all enjoy this privilege of predilection and 
-selection—yet Jet all be one, u 
in all other respects, be as great as possible— 


Let their union, 


unity of Leart being entire. On what just 
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principles can any one here discern schism ? 
If, among those who are equally faithful and 
sincere, some are able to trace the obscurer 
forms of truth more minutely than others ; 
either from possessing a mind more acute or 
laborious, or from having greater opportunity 
of examination, or being more free from the 
cleaving infirmity of prejudice: yet are there 
not certain great truths plain to all ?-—truths 
so vast and impressive, that, like the nearer 
mountains in the Alpine landscape, they ob- 
trude themselves on every eye, and cannot 
but fill the greater part of the sphere of 
vision? Surely, the grand objects of our com- 
mon faith are so broadly defined, and so mo- 
mentous, that they may well be allowed to ab- 
sorb the greater share of attention in every 
Christian mind! Yet how often do they ap- 


. pear to be lost sight of, and forgotten, in the 


mere external distinctions, and the unchari- 
table jealousies of party.”—pp. 302—307. 


That in all the evangelical sects, there 
are individuals who conscientiously culti- 
vate the temper here recommended, 
cannot be doubted; and that in each of 
these sects there are ministers and socie- 
ties, whose persevering aim is to pro- 
mote it, seems equally true. Strange, 
however, it is, that it should not be 
made more generally a direct aim, and 
that Christian churches should not haye 
more clearly seen, and more powerfully 
felt, that their bond of union does not 
consist chiefly in articles and confessions 
of faith, but in unanimity of heart and 
affection. Undoubtedly, we are “to 
contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints ;” but 
are we not also repeatedly exhorted “ to 


‘keep the unity of the spirit in the bond 


of peace ;” to “ walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved _us;” and to “put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfect- 
ness?” 

We cordially recommend this volume 
to the devout study of all sorts of pro- 
fessors of religion, believing that few can 
read it, conscientiously and prayerfully, 
without becoming better and wiser. Dr. 
Hoppus has not concealed his views as 
a Protestant Dissenter and a Congrega- 
tionalist. We concur with the respected 
Adjudicators of the prize, who pronounce 
this work to be well-informed, candid, 
and practical. With them, we trust that 
it will tend to unite the disciples of 
Christ, not on the ground of ecclesiastical 
uniformity, but on the more scriptural 
ground of their having, notwithstanding 
yarious discrepancies in the externals of 
religion, one spirit, one Head, one faith, 
one baptism, and one God.” 


~ 
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Colonization and Christianity. A Popular 
History of the Treatment of the Natives, 
by the Europeans in all their Colonies. 
By Wirt1am Howirr. London: post 
8vo., pp. 508, price 10s. 6d. cloth. 

The African Slave Trade. By THomAS 
FoweE.i Buxton, Esq. London: 8vo. 
pp- 240. Price 5s. cloth. 

The History of the Rise and Progress of the 
New British Province of South Australia ; 
including particulars descriptive of tts 
Soil, Climate, Natural Productions, &c., 
and Proofs of its superiority to all other 
British Colonies. Embracing also a full 
account of the South Australian Company, 
with Hints to various classes of Emigrants, 
and numerous letters from settlers concern- 
ing Wages, Provisions, their satisfaction 
with the Colony, §c. By JouN STEPHENS, 
Second Edition. London: 8vo. pp. 224. 
Price 8s, cloth. 

An Exposure of the absurd, unfounded, and 
contradictory Statements in James’s ‘‘ Six 
Months in South Australia.” By Joun 
StepPHeEens. London: 8vo. pp. 49. Price 
1s, 6d. 


Annual Meetings of the various Mis- 
sionary Societies will soon be held in 
the Metropolis, and reports will be made 
respecting the amount of success which 
has accrued from missionary labours. 
Unless the accounts presented should 
differ materially from any that have 
been hitherto received, they will show 
that the progress made, though enough 
to encourage perseverance, and more 
than enough to compensate the expen- 
diture, has been lamentably small. 
That the heralds of Christ do not find 
generally in the lands which they visit 
a people prepared for the Lord ; that the 
message respecting salvation from sin 
and guilt is not believed generally by 
them that hear it ; and that the impres- 
sion produced on the territory assailed, 
does not correspond with the expecta- 
tion of those who equipped and sent 
forth the army, are facts which will be 
forced upon our attention. In the pre- 
sence of sceptics and of scoffers we 
must admit that, though eighteen cen- 
turies have passed away since Messiah 
ascended his throne, it is but a small 

art of the world in which his authority 
is acknowledged ; and though the gospel 
of mercy has been echoed from shore to 
shore in the oe age with renewed 
energy, yet the hundreds of thousands 
who have heard it are not generally 
reconciled to their Maker. 

These facts however, are not inexpli- 
cable, and it is important that the 


a 
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strength and the sources of those 
counteractive influences which impede 
the Christian Missionary should be 
universally known. The degeneracy of 
the church, the unauthorized assumption 
of the Christian name by nations who 
never submitted to the laws of Christ or 
evinced any portion of his spirit, and 
the crimes which have been perpetrated 


!by his professed adherents in every 


quarter of the globe, will fully account 
for the alienation of the heathen from 
every thing pertaining to Christianity, 
and for the deep prejudices which pre- 
vent their reception of the truth. For 
whither shall the Christian teacher go, 
where Christian warriors, Christian ex- 
tortioners, Christian fiends have not 
preceded him? ‘The barbarities and 
desperate outrages of the so called 
Christian race, throughout every region 
of the world, and upon every people 
that they have been able to subdue, as 
Mr. Howitt justly observes, are not to 
be paralleled by those of any other 
race, however fierce, however untaught, 
and however reckless of mercy and of 
shame, in any age of the earth. 


* We talk of the heathen, the savage, and 
the cruel, and the wily tribes, that fill the 
rest of the earth; but how is it that these 
tribes know us? Chiefly by the very features 
that we attribute exclusively to them. They 
know us chiefly by our crimes and our cruelty. 
Tt is we who are, and must appear to them, 
the savages. What indeed are civilization 
and christianity? The refinement and en- 
noblement of our nature! The habitual 
feeling and the habitual practice of an en- 
lightened justice, ofdelicacy and decorum, 
of generosity and affection to our fellow-men, 
There is not one of these qualities that we 
have not violated for ever, and on almost all 
occasion, towards every single tribe with 
which we have come in contact. We have 
professed, indeed, to teach christianity to 
them; but we had it not to teach, and we 
have carried them instead, all the curses and 
the horrors of a demon race. If the reign 
of Satan in fact were come, if he were let 
loose with all his legions, to plague the earth 
for a thousand years, what would be the 
characteristics of his prevalence ? Terrors and 
crimes ; one wide pestilence of vice and ob- 


“scenity ; one fearful torrent of cruelty and 
wrath, deccit and oppression, vengeance and 


tmalignity ; the passions of the strong would 
be inflamed, the weak would ery and implore 
in vain! ; : See 


“« And is not that the very reign of spurious - 


Christianity which has lasted now for these 


thousand years, and that during the last 4 


three hundred, has spread with discovery 
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round the whole earth, and made the name of 
Christian synonymous with fiend? It is | 
shocking that the divine and _ beneficent 
religion of Christ. should thus have been 
Iibelled by base pretenders, and made to stink 
in the nostrils of a!l people to whom it ought 
and would have come as the opening of 
heaven ; but it is a fact no less awful than 
true, that the European nations while profess- 
ing Christianity, have made it odious to the 
heathen. They have branded it by their actions 
as something breathed up, full ofcurses and cru- 
elties, from the infernal regions, On them lies 
the guilt, the stupendous guilt of having checked 
the gospel in its career, and brought it to a 
full stop in its triumphant progress through 
the nations, They have done this, and then 
wondered at their deed! They have visited 
every coast in the shape of rapacious and un- 
principled monsters, and then cursed the in. 
habitants as besotted with superstition, because 
they did not look at them as angels! People 
have wondered at the slow progress, and in 
mnany countries, the almost hopeless labours 
of the missionaries ;—why should they won- 
der? The missionaries had Christianity to 
teach, and their countrymen had been there be- 
fore them, and called themselves Christians ! 
That was enough: what recommendations 
could a religion have, to men who had seen 
its professors for generations in the sole cha- 
racter ef thieves, murderers, and oppressors ? 
The missionaries told them that in Christianity 
lay their salvation ;—they shook their heads, 
they had already found it their destruction ! 
They told them they were come to comfort 
and enlighten them ;—they had already been 
comforted by the seizure cf their lands, the 
violation of their ancient rights, the kidnap- 
ping of their persons; and they had been en- 
lightened by the midnight flames of their own 
dwellings! Is there any mystery in the diffi- | 
culties of the missionaries? Is there any in 
the apathy of simple nations towards Chris- 
tianity 1—Howitt, pp. 7—9. 
This is not declamation: it is an in- 
dictment, every count of which is sus- 
tained by evidence. Mr. Howitt proves it 
all, and more than all, by describing the 
discovery of the New World ; the Papal 
Gift of all the heathen world to the Portu- 
guese and Spaniards ; the conduct of the 
Spaniards in Hispaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, 
exico, Peru, and Paraguay ; the conduct 
of the Portuguese in Brazil and India ; 
the conduct of the Dutch and French in 
their respective colonies; and, alas ! 
the conduct of the English in India, in 
America, in South Africa, in New 
Holland, and in the islands of the 
Pacific. He has drawn his information 
from the best authorities, and with much 
industry and great eloquence has told a 
tale which is equally adapted to instruct 
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and to excite; which astonishes as an 
exhibition of human wickedness, while 
it shows more clearly than perhaps was 
ever shown before, the baneful effects of 
nominal Christianity. A more interesting 
volume it has seldom been our lot to 
peruse, or one which we have more 
earnestly desired should be read by all 
classes of the community. 

Mr. Buxton’s work relates to one sec- 
tion of this important and comprehensive 
subject. It is intended to illustrate the 
present extent and horrors of the African 
Slave Trade, the failure of efforts for its 
suppression, and the course which the 
interests of humanity now require. 

‘‘Grievous, and this almost beyond ex- 
pression, as are the physical evils endured by 
Africa, there is yet a more lamentable feature 
in her present condition, Bound in the 
chains of the grossest ignorance, she is a prey 
to the most savage superstition. Christianity 
has made but feeble inroads on this kingdom 
of darkness, nor can she hope to gain an 
entrance where the traffic in man pre-occupies 
the ground. But were this obstacle removed, 
Africa would present the finest field for the 
labours of Christian missionaries wbich the 
world has yet seen opened tothem, I have 
no hesitation in stating my belief, that there 
is in the negro race a capacity for receiving 
the truths of the gospel beyond most other 
heathen nations; while, on the other hand, 
there is this remarkable, if not unique cir- 
cumstance in the case, that a race of teachers 
of their own blood is already in course of 
rapid preparation for them; that the provi- 
dence of God has overruled even Slavery and 
the Slave trade for this end; and that from 
among the settlers of Sierra Leone, the pea- 
Santry of the West Indices, and the thousands 
of their children, now receiving Christian 
education, may be expected to arise a body of 
men who will return to the land of their 
fathers, carrying divine truth and all its con- 
comitant blessings into the heart of Africa.”’ 
— Buxton, pp. Xi., xii. 


The “ sorrowful conviction” has been 
forced on Mr. Buxton, by recent docu- 
ments, that “the year from September, 
1837, to September, 1838, is distin- 
guished beyond all preceding years, for 
the extent of the trade, for the inten- 
sity of its miseries, and for the unusual 
havoe it makes on human life.” He 
calculates that the victims of the Chris- 
tian Slave Trade, including those who 
are sacrificed in the seizure and in the 
transportation, with those who reach the 
shores of the western hemisphere, 
average more than a thousand every 
day: 875,000 he reckons to be the 
annual number! It is his opinion also, 
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that this trade cannot be suppressed 
either by British cruisers, or by any co- 
operation which Britain can obtain with 
foreign powers. The enormous profits 
which acerue to the slave trader will nul- 
lify all such restrictions, It is an axiom 
at the Custom House, that no illicit trade 
can be suppressed where the profits ex- 
eced 30 percent.; but here a profit of 180 
per cent. exists, offering an inducement 
too powerful to be effectually counter- 
acted. And the African, he argues, has ac- 
quired a taste for the productions of the 
civilized world. The sale of children, 
subjects, and neighbours, is the only 
means he has of obtaining them. To 
say, under present circumstances, that 
the African shall not deal in man, is to 
say, that he shall long in vain for his 
accustomed gratifications. But it would 
be for the interest both of Africa and 
of Great Britain, to establish an amicable 
intercourse, founded on the just and 
honourable principles of peaceful com- 
merce. Africa wants manufactured 
goods, and a market for her raw mate- 
rial; Great Britain wants raw material, 
anda market for her manufactured goods. 
Mr. Buxton maintains therefore, that 
while-no reasonable expectations can be 
entertained of overturning this gigantic 
evil through the agency and with the 
concurrence of the civilized world, there 
isa well founded hope amounting almost 
to a certainty, that this object may be 
attained through the medium and with 
the concurrence of Africa herself. We 
cannot enter upon the arguments and 
facts on which this theory is founded, 
but we cordially recommend the volume 
as one fraught with information which 
cannot fail to interest the intelligent 
friends of the much injured negro 
race. 

It is pleasing to turn from these scenes 
to the contemplation of the peaceful dis- 
trict to which the third volume before us 
refers, The quiet valleys of South 
Australia have not yet been the arena in 
any extensive degree of European chi- 
canery or violence. The aborigines have 
not yet suffered much from the cupidity 
of settlers ; and the instructions given 
to the resident commissioner respecting 
the conduct to be pursued towards them 
are equitable and considerate, In a few 
instances, natives have been ill-treated 
by Europeans, but they are at present 
on friendly terms with the community, 


and the spirit which animates the new 


residents generally appears to be such 


as will make their intercourse mutually 
beneficial. 

The founders of this colony have not 
fallen into the common error of endca- 
vouring to supply the urgent demand for 
labour by tampering with slavery. It is 
expressly stipulated that no conyicts 
shall be sent thither. Commissioners 
are appointed by the British government 
to sell the land, and the funds thus ob- 
tained are expended in conveying 
English husbandmen and mechanics 
with their families to a field in which 
they find ample scope for their energies. 
A trading company is also formed in 
this country, which is well managed and 
exercises a salutary influence both on 
the moral and the commercial interests 
of the colony. There are indeed many 
circumstances which render it peculiarly 
deserving of the attention of any one 
who contemplates voluntary exile from 
the unrivalled, but not unmingled ad- 
vantages of our own land. If the 
colonists can avoid two evils ;—the evil 
of collision with the aborigines, which 
apparently they may avoid if they con- 
duct themselves aright,—and the evil 
arising from the meddlesome propensity 
to establish the forms of religion, which 
will be exhibited by certain parties in 
this country as soon as they perceive 
that religion is prospering without them ; 
they will have no other perils to escape 
but those which must attend any com- 
pany of the children of Adam, in our 
times, when located in a fertile but un- 
cultivated country. The religious ad- 


vantages of the settlers at Adelaide are - 


greater also than-are generally to be 
found in such circumstances. The 
Colonial Missionary Society has sent 
thither a minister of some standing, 
Mr. Stowe, who has formed a small con- 
gregational church. There is a congre- 
gation of Wesleyan Methodists, whose 
worship is at present conducted by one 
who officiated as a local preacher at 
home. 
by the episcopalians, and Mr. Stowe 
speaks of the clergyman as “ evangelical 
and active.” Mr. Stephens adds, 


“From Mr. Stowe’s communications it will 
be seen, that, though the Baptist Missionary 


Society had not sent out any missionary to 
South Australia, the gentleman who represents 


the interests of the South Australian Com~ 


pany in the colony, isa member of that de- 


nomination, and labours on the sabbath in 
the ministry of the gospel. ‘It is to be la- 


mented,’ observes Mr. Gouger, ‘that the very 


A church has been erected also. 
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excellent discourses of this gentleman, are 
not more appreciated, A remarkable earnest- 
ness attaches to his style, and his. eloquence is 
sometimes very forcible. Mr, M‘laren 
unites, in an extraordinary degree, aptitude 
for business, manly decision, urbanity of 
manners, and glowing piety ; and itis only to 
be regretted that the shortness of his intended 
stay in the province (three years) will soon 
deprive it of one of its best and most en- 
lightened defenders.’ Stephens, p. 134, 


In our last number we announced the 
formation of a small Baptist church at 
Adelaide, under the pastoral care of 
Mr. Peacock. Bnt is it not desirable 
that one or two self-denying and zealous 
men of God should be sent immediately 
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to dwell among the aborigines and de- 
yote themselves to their welfare? Even 
one intelligent and kind hearted man, 
though not aman of learning or of pulpit 
talent, but having in his heart the love of 
Christ and the love of all for whom 
Christ died, residing in the interior and 
only visiting occasionally the towns, 
might be the instrument of inealeulable 
good. To the natives he might be a 
guide, and to the colonists a protector, 
amediator between both whose services 
would often be of great value, and a 
witness to all of the true character of 
that religion which has been so often and 
so awfully misrepresented by its pro- 
fessed advocates. 
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Phe Political Economy of ihe New Testament. 
By WILLIAM INNES, Minister of Elder 

_ Street Chapel, Edinburgh, 24mo. pp. 234, 
Price 2s, 6d. cloth. 


We live in days when a degrading and licen- 
tious unbelief—roused, perhaps, into increased 
activity by the efforts of Christian missions at 
home and abroad—assumes the false guise of 
* socialism ;”’ an, in its attempts to ‘‘ break 
asunder” the religious and civil “‘ bands” that 
unite and humanize us, and to debase man 
into a mere gregarious animal, mimics the 
plans and operations of Christian and philan- 
Although the promises of 
God, the religious instincts of man, and the 
essentially selfish tendencies of infidelity, com- 
bine to assure us that thesuccess of these attempts 


- willbe circumscribed, yet may they haye, lo- 


~ volume before us. 


cally, and for atime, deplorable success. We 
therefore peculiarly welcome at this period, any 
judicious endeavours, whether from the pulpit 
or the press, to vindicate and exhibit the ge- 
nuine ‘‘ socialism” of pure Christianity. This 
very important object is aimed at in the small 
It states, justly, and with 
some novelty of aspect, the direct tendency of 
real Christianity to secure the social good of 
mankind; and recommends various modes 
and exercises of that evangelical beneficence 
which we. have reason to know the esteemed 
author has himself long practised and exem- 
plified. The work is enriched by several 


appropriate and interesting extracts from other 


writings, particularly from the lives of How- 
ard and Wilberforce. While Mr. Innes faith- 
fully contends for the prominence ever due to 


the doctrines of grace, as the true) basis. of | 
“Christian motives and exertions, ke displays 


VOL, Il.—NEW SERIES 


and enforces the obligations and practical 
workings of Christian benevolence, with ade 
tail which we should be glad to see adopted by 
all public instructors. We consider this little 
work as a-seasonable antidote to the infidel 
theories of our age ; and trust that the writer’s 
pious design will be rewarded by its being in» 
strumental to guard or reclaim some unsettled 
minds from thosé delusions, and to stimulate 
some professed Christians into that more: dili- 
gent accordance with the spirit of their holy 
faith, by which their usefulness and happiness 
would be alike increased. i 


Demonstration of the Truth of the Christian 
~ Religion, By ALEXANDER KEITH, D.D., 
Author of ‘* The Evidence of Prophecy,” 
‘and ‘‘ The Signs of the Times.” Edin- 
burgh: 24mo. pp, 459. Price 7s. Gd. _ 
Lectures on the Evidences of Revealed Religion, 
By Ministers of the Established Church in 
Glasgow. Eighth Thousand. Glasgow : 
24mo. pp. 572. Price 3s. 6d. ae 
Dr, Keith is extensively known as the au- 
thor of some popular works, in which he has 
illustrated, from the writings of histerians 
and travellers, the fulfilment of prophecy. 
The present volume is similar in its character 
to its predecessors; for, though he does not 
go over precisely the same ground as before, 
he prosecutes his researches in the same dis- 
trict. In some cases he gives us a bird’s cye 
view of scenes which before he had exhibited 
more fully ; in others, he enlarges and con- 
firms representations which he had previously 
made. He has produced an agreeable and 
instructive work, which will afford pleasure 
both to readers who are acquainted with his 
previous. publications, and to adi who have. 
A 
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not seen them. It is illustrated, also, by se- 
veral beautiful engravings, some historical, 
some astronomical, and some geological, 

Dr. Keith refers in his preface to the Lec- 
tures by Ministers of Glasgow, as rendering 
it unnecessary for him to compile a general 
view of the evidences, as he had once pro- 
posed. Weare happy to see in those Lec- 
tures a series of masterly discourses, in which 
the divine origin of the sacred writings is es- 
tablished, and the most specious and preva- 
lent arguments of objectors are ably met. 
There are some few passages in which we 
cannot concur, but it is nor necessary to spe- 
cify them: they do not prevent our giving 
the work our warmest recommendation, as an 
epitome of the evidences of Christianity, very 
comprehensive, very clear, and very cheap. 


Titles and Offices of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
illustrated in a series of Essays. By ISa- 
BELLA GRAY MYLNE. In two volumes, 
Edinburgh : Post 8vo. pp. 748. Price 12s. 
cloth, 

In these volumes, there is so much excel- 
lent matter, and so much evidence of sincere 
desire to honour Him who deserves the warm- 
€st affections of every human heart, that we 
feel it difficult to discharge our official duty 
respecting them. Faithfulness requires us to 
say, that our estimate of their real value is 
not very high. Great diligence has been 
evinced in collecting the materials; much 
spiritual pleasure has, ne doubt, been enjoyed 
in penning them; and many pious people 
will peruse them with satisfaction: but the 
amount of solid instruction which they will 
communicate is, we think, small in compari- 
son with their bulk, Many things are taken 
for granted which ought to have been proved, 
and the attempts made to prove others are 
often such as. will satisfy those alone who are 
of the same judgment with the writer. Those 
Christians who cherish a taste for a very ex- 
tensive application, of the doctrine of types, 
and who are most cordially attached to the 
Standards of the church of Scotland, are the 
most likely to regard them with “paused 
approbation. 


Memoir of Mrs. Louisa A. Lowrie, of the Northern 
Indian Mission. With Introductory Notices 
by the Rev. E. P. Swirt, the Rev. W. H. 
PEARCE, and the Rev. A, REED, D.D. 
Reprinted from the Second American Edi- 

‘tion, London: pp. 242. Price 3s. 6d. 

» The subject of this little volume was sent 
put to India by a Society established among 
the Presbyterians in the United States, and 
called the Western Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety. Her race was soon run. She was 
scarcely permitted to reach the shores of India 

efore her course was finished, almost, as it 
may be said, before it was begun. The fol- 
lowing sentences from the pen of our beloved 
missionary, Mr. W. H. Pearce, will he a better 
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recommendation than any we could give :—~ 
‘* She survived only seven weeks, but during 
this time it was impossible for those most fre- 
quently with her not to notice with delight her 
pleasing manners, cultivated intellect, and 
ardent piety; surprised, at the same time, to 
notice, that an instrument so well adapted for 
usefulness in the missionary field should ap- 
pear to be on the point of removal by the 
great Lord of the harvest before she entered 
on its cultivation. ‘Phe reader of the follow- 
ing memoir, however, while conscious of this 
feeling, will have reason to rejoice that 
though its subject was thus soon removed, the 
memorials of her piety and benevolence are 
not lost, but are presented with so much truth 
and feeling im the volume before him.” 


Letters and Papers by the late THEODOSIA A, 
VISCOUNTESS POWERSCOURT. Edited by 
the Rev. ROBERT DAty, A.M., Rector of 
Powerscourt, 2nd Edit, enlarged. Dublin: 
Price 5s. 

Such fragments as these are not often pub- 
lished ; we question if they are often to be 
met with among the remains of departed 
Christians. They are the productions of a 
strong mind, enlightened by spiritual wisdom, 
and chastened by severe, but sanétified afflic- 
tion, Some passages are eminently beautiful 
in the striking and felicitous expression of 
sweet and holy thoughts; others are original 
and nervous ; and through the whole there 
runs.a spiritof humble yet seraphic, subdued 
yet ardent piety. Lady Powerscourt’s idea of 
a Christian was ‘* Not one. who looks from 
earth to heaven, but one who looks down from 
heaven to earth.’ It is saying much, but not 
too much, judging from these precious re- 
mains, to add, that she seems in her own cha- 
racter to have almost realized this sublime 
coneeption. ‘ 


Spiritual Life delineated ; with the detection 
and exposure of some of the Popular Errors 
of the day. In Five Parts. By the Rev. 
THomMas WATSON, B.A., Minister of St. 
Philip’s, Pentonville, London: pha PP. 
408. Price 6s. cloth, 

Mr. Watson’s design is to trace the propross 
of a young convert’s experience, form his 
opinions, correct his errors, and guide his 
choice ; in a word, to furnish him with a ma- 
nual of experimental and practical theology, 
The infancy, childhood, manhood, paternal 
state, and old age, of Philemon, the supposed 
convert, are respectively described. The 
work is written dialogue-wise, and contains 
some useful common-place hints, with here 
and there a specimen of very questionable 
divinity. For instance, the author gravely 
assures us, that the church of Ged ‘i formed 
of sinners and saints; of those who kno: 4 
love God truly, and.of those who love him 
not, and have no fear of God before their — 
eyes ;” that these latter “ stand i in no sneréd 
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relation whatever to the true and spiritual fold 
of Christ, nor have they any interest in, or 
union with it, any more than a wooden leg 
has with the rest of the body :” that they are 
“ formalists, and nominal professors, and con- 
stitute no part of the living head; they are 
the wooden legs, if I may so express myself, 
of our ecclesiastical system.”—p. 165. And 
yet this wooden-legged dame, the national 
church, «‘ though she admits within her ex- 
ternal pale ‘a mixed multitude,’ is not a po- 
litical, but spiritual society; her spiritual 
members are a community of brethren; she is 
of divine appointment; her credentials are 
stamped with the broad seal -of heaven; her 
claims to your submission are imperative and 
unqualified ; she rests upon the rock of ages; 
she is solid in her foundation, rich in all her 
provision of mercy, comprehensive in her 
love, pure in her worship, apostolical in her 
formularies,” &c., &c.—p. 169. Verily, the 
old lady, notwithstanding her timber supports, 
as a wonderful creature ! 


A Messenger ef Mercy; or, the Believer’s Com- 
panion on the Bed of Sickness, and in Sea- 
sons of Affliction and Trouble. By the Rev, 
JAMES SMITH, Minister of the Gospel, Chel- 
tenham. Author of “ The Pastor’s Morning 
Visit,’ <* Jehovah Revealed,” <‘All things 
preaching Christ,” Parental Solicitude,” &c., 
&c. Cheltenham: 12mo. pp. 144. 

It is observed in the preface, that “ when 
sickness throws the believer on his bed, 
weakens his powers of memory and medita- 
tion, and unfits him for the pleasures of con- 
versation, he needs a friend to refresh his 
mind with suitable portions of God’s most 
holy word, and to offer suitable reflections 
upon the same. Such a friend” the author 
adds, “this little volume is designed to be.” 
It consists of short meditations on detached 
portions of Scripture, which may be heard or 
read without much mental exertion, and will 
tend to soothe an afflicted Christian, and give 
‘an advantageous direction to his thoughts. 


The Miniature Commentary ; being Short Com- 
ments on every Chapier of the Holy Bible. 
3 vols. Price 9s., cloth. 


This is the same work as was published by 
the Tract Society some time ago under the 
title of ‘Short Comments on every chapter 
‘of the Holy Bible ;” the only difference be- 
‘tween the two editions being that this is in a 

very small type and in pocket volumes, and 
that in a larger type, in octavo. For all who 
have eyes young enough to read it, it will be 
a good travelling companion ; and the re- 
marks being brief, plain, and devotional, it 
may be very advantageously used in family 
worship. The interposition of three or four 
sentences of comment at the end of every few 
verses of the text serves ta keep up the atten- 


‘direction to their thoughts, 
ae = 


‘ 


| essay by Robert Gordon, D.D., Edinburgh. 


tion of the auditors, and to give a profitable 
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Scripture Biography for Youth; or, Select 

Lives of the Patriarchs and Prophets, com- 

piled from the Sacred Writings, and Illustrated 

by Oriental Traditions. By a Friend to 

Youth, With twelve engravings from the 

designs of Martin and Westall. London: 

Churton. 16mo. square, pp. 208. 

This work is well got up, and evinces some 
skill on the part of the compiler; but the ad- 
mixture of oriental legends with Scriptural 
facts is in our judgment decidedly objection- 
able, Distinguished as they are from each 
other in the narrative, they will yet be blended 
in the imagination of the youthful reader, and 
can be advantageous only to those who are of 
an age more advanced than the other portions 
of the book will suit. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Approbed. 


Scriptural Hymns by the Rey. Philip Doddridge, 
D.D. New and corrected edition, containing many 
hymns never before printed. Edited from the original 
documents by the Author’s Great-Grandson, JoHNn 
Doppripce Humpareys, Esq. London: 16mo. 
pp. 316. 

Ward's Library of Standard Divinity. The Un- 
searchable Riches of Christ. By Tuomas Brooks, 
Preacher of the Word in London. Reprinted from 
the third edition of 1661. London: Imperial 8vo. 
pp. 128. Price two shillings and tenpence. 


Collins’ Cheap Edition of Select Christian Authors, 
with introductory Essays; ‘The Redeemer’s Tears 
wept over Losi Souls; and two discourses on Self- 
dedication, and on Yielding Ourselves to God. By 
the Rev. Jonn Howe, A.M. With an na eg 

‘as- 


gow : 8vo. pp. 80. Price tenpence. 


Christian Library Edition Elisha: unabridged. 
Translated from the German of the Rev. F. W. 
Krummacuer, D.D., Author of “ Elijah the Tish- 
bite,’ &c. With illustrative Notes. London: 8vo. 
pp. 102. Price 1s. 9d. 

Christian Library edition. Memoirs of Rev. Johp 
Newton, late Rector of the united parishes of St. 


-Mary Woolnoth, and St. Mary Woolchureh Haw, 


Lombard Street. With general remarks on his Life, 
Connexions, and Character. By the Rev. RroHarD 
Croit, A.M, Minister of St. John’s, Bedford Row. 
With Illustrative Notes. London: 8vo. pp. 46. 
Price 9d. 


Published by the Society for the Promotion af Po- 
ular Instruction. An Essay on the Evils of Popular 
gnorance. By Joun Foster. Revised expressly 

for the Society. First issue of five thousand. Bris- 
tol: 8vo. pp. 92. Price 1s. 6d. 


Rollo at Work ; or the Way for a Boy to Learn to 
be Industrious. By the Rev. JacoB ABBOTT, of Bos- 
ton, Massachussetts ; Author of ‘* The Little Scholar 
Learning to Talk,” ‘ Rollo Learning to Bead,’ 
“Rollo at Play,” &c. London; 18mo. pp. 172, 
Price 2s. 6d, st 


Consolations: for Mourners, bereaved of Relatives 
by Death. By the Rev. R. H. SHEPHERD, Minister 
of Ranelagh Chapel, Chelsea. Ninth edition. 12mo. 
pp. 32. ; ; 


ear the Church! A word for all. By a Doctor 
of Divinity, but not of Oxford. London: pp. 15. 
Price 6d. — ’ Saree ; 
The Stewardship of Christians. (A tract for the 
Rich.) Extracted froma letter to a friend on the 
Distribution of Property. 12mo. pp. 23. Price 2d., 
or lds. pon hundred, Nt ae, cheat sin ann 
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FRANCE. 
CHURCH AND STATE. | 


The sentiments of different classes of 
Frenchmen respecting ecclesiastical power, 
and the inconveniences arising from the 
existing connexion of the Roman Catholic 
Church with the State, are illustrated in the | 
following article which we extract from Le 
Semeur, a French protestant journal, which | 
is published weekly in Paris, 

The Count de Montlosier, the author of | 
“* Mémoire @ consulter,” (1826), and of “ Le 
Prétre et son ministére dans l'etat actuel de | 
la France,” (1833), died on the ninth of 
December, at Clermont Farrand. Each of 
the curés in the town had received an 
‘order from the bishop not to confess him, 
until he had signed a recantation of every 
thing which might be deemed contrary to the 
‘precepts of the Roman Catholic and Apos- 
tolic church, in his writings. A vicar, how- 
ever, who was applied to in the absence of 
the curé, and who was not aware of this 
‘prohibition, confessed the sick man. For 
this, he was severely reprimanded at the 
bishop’s palace, and required to return to 
M, de Montlosier and oblige him to accept a 
recantation, a copy of which was given. Upon 
the refusal of the dying man, the vicar de- 
-clared the confession he had made to be null. 
“M. de Montlosier then said, that he was pre- 
pared to make the following declaration, “I 
declare that [ have neyer intended to write 
‘any thing against the Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman religion, in the bosom of which 
‘I desire to die. If anything contrary to its 
doctrines and morality has escaped me, I 
repudiate it, as opposed to my past and pre. 
sent intentions.” This declaration upon: 
being submitted to the bishop, was found 
imsufficient, and M. de Montlosier,. more 


‘honest than M. de Talleyrand, died without 
abjuring the past.. The Bishop of Clermont 
has therefore refused him religious burial. 
‘and the prayers of theclergy. Animmense 
_ concourse of citizens accompanied . the 
funeral to the gates of the city, where several 
‘orations were pronounced, before the funeral 
car proceeded on its way to Randanne, | 
“where M. de Montlosier was to be interred. 
_ This refusal of church sepulture, has-ex-— 
cited great indignation in the public mind, 
and.as usual when any cause of complaint 


appears against the clergy, instead of ex- | This apology of the priest whic 
Ree | tg fhe merits of the case, applica- | ine quite aR iathctbey ris ate 


aminir 
_ tion has been made to the civil authority to. 
French Courier in its anger against the 


clergy for refusing the prayers of religion 


| over the graves of the dead, wishes that the 


government would follow the example of 
Napoleon,who sometime after the Concordat 
caused the cure of St. Roche to be arrested, 
because he would not consent to the ad- 
mission of the body of an opera singer into 
his church, and in 1811 authorized the 
minister of state, Boulay de la Meurthe, to 
publish a decree instituting penalties for this 
description of abuse of ecclesiastical power. 
Some years before, M. Portalis had intro: 
duced a similar clause iuto a proposal of 
three articles, which was adjourned. 

M. de Montlosier himself, in his ““ Memoire 
a consulter,” treats of the question of re- 
fusal of church burial. It is impossible to 
read without interest, at the very moment 


| when the Bishop of Clermont has refused 


to open the doors of the cathedral for the 
reception of his mortal remains, what he 
wrote upon the subject. twelve years ago. 

‘‘ It belongs to society,” said he, ‘if it is 
what it ought to be, it belongs to the govern- 
ment if it has a little foresight, to do what is 
expedient. The priest, whose especial busi- 
ness is the salvation of souls, will do all he 
can to augment his power. In an affair of 
sepulture under Louis XVIII, complaint 
was made of a cure who refused to open his 
church, The government commanded, and 
the curé obeyed. Recently, application was 
made to the government in a similar case, 
who replied that they had no authority. 
Under the former regime, with the same 
laws and established jurisprudence, a curé 
who refused communion at the Lord’s table, 
would have been judicially prosecuted. 
Now the courts of justice are silent; the 
government tolerates or sanctions these 
abuses ; their journals extol them: it is won- 
‘derful! In this case it is certainly not the 
priest whom I have.to excuse; it is not his 
place to attend to the rights of the citizens. 
*T concern myself little,’ he will tell you 


‘about your temporal rights and privileges. 


My mission relates to eternity. If by exer. 
cising some rigour, by infusing into gles 


some awe, I can intimidate the sinner, en-— 
courage the righteous, and diminish crime, I _ 
‘man of eter-— 
e men of time 
will allow me todo. This is what a’priest _ 

: | priest. ra 


2 


have fulfilled my mission. “A 
nity, I willdo as much as the 1 


will say, and this will be # good 


the agents of royalty,” We must 
admit that they are the persons re 
pable.” - nn TAI 


Tees ke net ee ed 


we 


£ 
E 
: 
- 
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him, in cases of refusal of burial and of the 
Lord’s. supper, to ‘prosecute judicially, in’ WHICH 
Toteenat ; : /reckons among the conspirators, as he has 
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We here see that M, de Montlosier does 
not reproach the priests with intolerance, he 
acknowledges it to be one of their rights 
and duties, and in that he differs from the 
‘Courter Francais,” but he wishes the 
government to constrain them to be tolerant, 
that is, according to his own account, 
different from, what they ought to be; and 
here his principles accord with those of the 


Courier, which ontends, that the clergy will | 


not be at liberty to close the church doors 
upon the bodies of the citizens, until the 
forty millions which are annually granted 
are erased from the national budget. If 
they refuse us their prayers, it says, let us 
leave off paying them. It is quite clear that 
the Courier wishes to have prayers in ex- 
change for its money, 

Weare certainly as anxious as any to see 
the support of worship by the state put an 
end to, and we are convinced that the rights 
of the various churches will not be rightly 
understood by the generality of the French, 


till that day when their existence shall have | 


become independent of the budget: but we 
are far from thinking that, while waiting to 
obtain the complete emancipation: which 
will be the result of independence of the 
state, it would be lawful for the government 
to pervert institutions, the conditions of 
which it ought on the contrary to respect. 
To conclude that the clergy owe their 
prayers to citizens who die, according to 
their view, in final impenitence, because a 
sum is contributed from the budget for the 
support of the Catholic worship, would be to 
sanction the conclusion that because the 
expenses of the administration of justice 
are defrayed from the resources of the:state, 
the magistrates are bound to acquit those 
‘citizens who have audaciously infringed its 
laws.. Thislast.conclusion would be absurd, 
but the first-is not less so. : 

_ M. de Montlosier, anxious to destroy the 
interpretation which was attempted to be 
given to the coronation ceremonial, from 
which it was pretended that the obligation 
rested upon Charles X not only “to cause 
the laws of the kingdom to be observed, 
but also to lend his assistance in the execu- 
tion of those of the church” seems to have 
imagined that the oath to observe the laws 
of the kingdom obliged the head of the state 
to constrain the church to submit even in 
religious matters to the requirements of the 
police. It is only thus. that his appeals to 
the intervention of the government can be 
understood, which is bound, according to 


order to maintain the rights of the  citi- 
Zens ; as if the holy sacrament and religious 
interment were civil privileges. 2 
_ The Courier should have reflected before 


* 


advocating. this position: The spiritual in- | 
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dependence of the church with regard to the 
state, is as deserving of the defence of the 
friends of liberty, as the political indepen- 
dence of the state with regard to the church, 
‘«Let those,” it was formerly said, ‘‘ who 
have not sufficient faith to fear the invisible 
strokes of the spiritual weapon, tremble at 


| the sight of that of royalty.” The sword of 


Constantine came then, according to the ex- 
pression of Bossuet, to the assistance of the 
sword of Peter. This, truly, was a great 
evil; but is it not a mistake equally fatal, 
to require the government to force the 
spiritual sword into the scabbard.? Let us 
allow each church its own doctrines and 
discipline, and let it use or abuse them as 
it seems good. Provided no man is forced 
to believe in it, it signifies little to those 


| who believe not, to what rules those who 


believe are subjected. 

Monsieur the prefect of Seine and Oise, 
having received the previous orders of the 
keeper of the seal, has recently addressed a 
circular to the sub-prefects and mayors of 
his district, in which he recommends them 
to cause the decisions of curés who may 
have refused ecclesiastical burial, to be 
respected. What signifies after this, the 
following sentence in the ministerial journal? 
“The government is waiting for evidence 
which will allow them to estimate rightly 
some acts which appear to display a repre- 
hensible intolerance.” Does this mean that 
if intolerance is proved, the government will 
treat the Bishop of Clermont as rigourously 
as did Napoleon the curé of St. Roche ? No, 
doubtless, and we are happy that it does not, 
for that would be to mistake completely its 
rights and office. The government is inca- 
pable of judging whether the bishop has 
done his duty, and you would have no right 
to complain if after having been blamed by 
M. Barthe, he should be praised by. the 
Pope. We must then perceive that this is 
a sentence merely intended to allay the irri- 
tation of the public, by inducing them to 
believe that the government participates in 
it. Intolerance is not a crime punishable 
by civil authority, when it is confined to the 
refusal of the enjoyments of certain religious 
privileges ; it would be so if it interfered 
with the rights we possess, not as believers, 
but as citizens. ' nS rae 

We express our opinion on this subject 
the more freely, because we cannot be sus- 


| pected of partiality towards the Catholic 


clergy, and because, in our opinion, M. de 


| Montlosier did right to expose to France 


a system which he has branded with the 
name of conspiracy, the pious league which 


said, “the first person in christianity whom 
every one calls His Holiness, and who is i 
fact, holiness itself.” But he was wron 
we think not to stop there, and to avow that 
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the courts of judicature should interfere in 
matters which should be left to public 
opinion; yet we understand his error, aud 
it happily not being our business to avenge 
the injuries which he has done to the jesuits, 
we consider it a duty to call to mind over his 
tomb, where his ashes were disturbed even 
before it was closed upon him, that he im- 
plored his adversaries, to believe the purity 
of his intentions, adding that ‘ ‘if he obtained 
this justice he would regard it as a favour 
and that he would likewise thank Him to 
whom is reserved glory in heaven, but who 
has promised peace on earth to men of good 
intentions.” 


CANADA. 
BAPTIST COLONIAL SOCIETY. 


The claims of this Society on Christian 
liberality, are certainly better founded than 
responded to: it is necessary, therefore, 
they should be urged, and all they ask, is 
the attention and support they deserve. 
“My brethren, my kinsfolk according to 
the flesh,” were burning words in the 
mouth of an apostle, and embodied a theme, 
that produced great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in his heart. For such this society 
pleads; our brethren of this nation scattered 
over distant regions, and involved in spiri- 
tual destitution, aggravated a thousandfold 
by previous abundance. Many have not 
only left their homes, rendered cheerless by 
oppression and want; but have found dis- 
appointment, privation, and toil, where it 
was promised, and they hoped they should 
find plenty and repose. Some of these are 
our brethren in the faith, who have left be- 
hind almost all they enjoyed, and what they 
valued most, their pastors and churches; 
and now find themselves surrounded by im- 
morality or heathenism, without Christian 
associates, ordinances, or teachers. The la- 
bours of the week are performed without 
any of those evening prayer meetings, by 
which sorrow was rendered a blessing, and 
the Sabbath, instead of refreshing them by 
its solemnities, is only a painful opportunity 
of discovering and lamenting the hardships 
of their lot.- Through the channel of this 
society, an easy and ready opportunity is 
offered, of imparting that “strong consola- 
tion,” which needful in all circumstances, is 
eminently so in theirs; and of at once pre- 
venting their practical apostacy from the 
truth, and sustaining them as its advocates 
and promoters. Are there no churchesthat 
will follow the example of our friends at 
Church Street, and contributing £20 per 
annum, sustain a missionary tilla church can 
be formed? Are there no individuals who 
will do as the young man did, whom Mr. 
Edwards describes? Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give! - 


i > 
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Dr. Davis having stated his engagements 
and prospects in the Theological Institution, 
adds: ‘“‘ Having mentioned the very uncul-. 
tivated state in which the students enter, I 
would suggest to the Committee, the utter 
hopelessness of supplying the country for a 
long time to come, with ministers and mis- 
sionaries from the Institution. If the dis- 
tressing destitution is to be seasonably and 
effectually supplied, it must be done by 
sending out labourers from Britain. If 
some half a dozen intelligent and active mi- 
nisters were sent out to occupy the stations 
which now appear most important and in- 
viting, a most essential service would be 
rendered to the interests of religion. In 
many places a good part of their support 
might be had on the spot. I entreat the 
Committee not to lose sight of this enlarge- 
ment of their plan. The library of the In- 
stitution is at present miserably supplied. 
Perhaps some intelligent friends may be 
disposed to part with a few valuable books, 
for the advantage of the famished readers of 
this bookless land! I hope you will be 
able to send out the following early in the 
spring: Foster’s, Hall’s, and Fuller’s 
Works; Pye Smith’s Testimony; Horne’s 
Introduction ; Arnott’s Elements of Physic; 
Sturtevant on Preaching; the Biblical Ca- 
binet ; Doddridge’s Expositor; Campbell 
on the Gospels; M‘Knight on the Epistles, 
et cet, best editions and ready bound, as 
binding is very expensive in this country, 
and ill-done.” 

Mr. Jos. Wenham has succeeded our 
Brother N. Bosworth, as Corresponding 
Secretary, from whose letters the following 
are extracts, ‘‘Iam directed to state the 
great want of individuals who will come out 
here as missionaries, or to take the charge of 
churches already existing; which have, from 
the absence of ministerial labours, fallen into 
a state of great torpor and indifference. In 
every direction this necessity exists, to an 
alarming degree, There are thousands who 
profess to be of our faith and order, who are 
yet living in utter destitution of the means 
of grace. In other instances it has been 
found impracticable to unite in a church ca~ 


pacity those who have desired to enter into 


that relation, because no one could be found 
able to take the charge of them. Allow me 
to urge the importance of taking steps to en- 
sure us some effective missionaries, for such 
are not at present to be found in these pro- 
vinces: while there is at this time a con- 
siderable number of Baptists from Norfolk 


and Suffolk, in quite a destitute condition. 


Weare surrounded on all sides by the'st 33 
claims of our fellow creatures, who are living 


and dying, without the knowledge of Him, 


whom to know is eternal life; and I may 
add, by way of proof, that we are not with- 


holding ‘our efforts, that a few evenings E 


eh el. | 
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sittce, when our Committee met, the number | 
present subscribed the sum of £85, as their 
year’s subscriptions to the objects of the 
Society.” 

Brother Edwards, jun., the missionary at 
Chatham and St. Andrews, thus writes to 
the Rey. Joseph Davis. ‘ There is one 
member of this church, whom I baptized 
three years ago, whose previous character 
had been such, that a careless man accosted 
me on going from the river, and said, ‘* Well 
you have got a devil out of hell to-day!’ 
Since that time, her walk has been becom- 
ing the gospel. ‘hough she has four miles 
to go to the meeting, and part of the road 
very bad, I am sure to find her in her seat 
on the Sabbath ; and on our week meetings, 
none more regular than this woman. Her 
eldest son is now a member of the church; 
one of her daughters is hopefully pious, and 
her husband, who has been an opposer, is 
under some degree of concern. ‘here is 
another person, whose character was so no- 
torious for vice, that when it was rumoured 
abroad, that was converted, and 
would be added to the Church, it was re- 
marked by several, ‘ Well, if he is convert- 
ed and holds on, I will believe any body 
may be converted ;” but he has held on for 
more than two years. There are three 
young men in the church, desirous of sery- 
ing the Lord in telling about the Saviour. 
They are not without some qualifications for 
the work, and I trust our way may be made 
plain concerning them. One of them came 
to me a few weeks ago, and putting a paper 
on the table, said, ‘ Sir, here is some money 
for the mission ; dispose of it as you think 
best.” On opening it, I was astonished to 
find that it contained eighteen five-dollar 
bills, making ninety dollars in all. _We had 
had a missionary meeting the evening be- 
fore, and it occurred to me he had given all 


this from a sudden impulse. I called on 
him, and said, ‘Do you know how much 
you have given me?’ ‘Yes, sir.” ‘Do you 
intend all that for missionary purposes ?’ 
- Yes.’ ‘Why you cannot have much left?’ 
‘I have half a dollar and some debts owing 
me.’ ‘ When did you think of giving this 
to the cause of God?’ ‘A good while ago; 
I have long considered that I belonged to 
Christ, and felt anxious to serve him in that 
way which he should think fit ; when work- 
ing for wages, I felt it all belonged to 
Christ, and I now give to the Lord his 
own.’ ” ‘ ~ 2 5 7 
_ The following donations and subscriptions 
are thankfully acknowledged :—~ 
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MISCELLANEA. 
DENOMINATIONAL EXTENSION IN THE 


METROPOLIS. 
The Annual Letter of the London Association, 


By the Rev. E. Steane, 


Dear Brethren, 

Christianity is essentially an aggressive 
religion. It was intended by its Divine 
Founder that all who profess to embrace it 
should from that moment become aggressors. 
But it isthe aggression of benevolence; the 
invaders it sends forth to achieve its designs 
are not the spoilers, but the benefactors, of 
mankind. 

The territory to be invaded is the empire 
of the devil; the object to be accomplished 
is, to carry the gospel into the dreary re- 
gions of misery-and vice. 

This great metropolis, teeming with im- 
mortal creatures, presents a noble sphere in 
which to act out the principle: on every 
side there is room to put forth the efforts of 
aggressive Christian love. ~ Among all sects 
ot associated Christians a generous emula- 
tion should exist, to provide the public mi- 
nistry of the word for its overwhelming 
population. We must do our part; other 
branches of the Christian church are doing 
theirs. If we come late into the field, and 
somewhat tardily, it is better to come so 
than not at all, 

Let it not, however, be understood, that 
in the commencement of a letter intended to 
incite our churches to a specific movement 
of extension, we are going to indulge in the 
language of complaint ; it would ill become 
us to do so; nor, on the other hand, would 
it be seemly or right to boast. The opinion, 
however, may be expressed, that in propor- 
tion to their numbers and their means, the 
members of the Baptist denomination, 
whether as individuals or as churches, have 
not been behind their fellow-Christians in 
efforts of philanthropy. And if we have not 
done more, and done it in a more systematic 
and ostensible manner, it has probably+been 
rather from the want of a plan for concerted. 
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co-operation, than from any singular defi- 
ciency of zeal. 

But let the past go: we should be con- 
cerned for the present, and with a provident 
foresight, look to the future. If we have 
been remiss, let us improve; if we have 
done our part, let us surpass ourselves, 

You are the recipients, beloved brethren, 
of the mercy of God; but with what inten- 
tion are you made so? That you may be. 
come communicators. You mistake your 
calling if you thinkit terminates in yourself; 
you misunderstand the design of your con- 
version, if you suppose it was only to secure 
your own salvation, You are united in 
church fellowship; but for what end? That 
your ability to communicate may be aug- 
mented, You entered the church under an 


erroneous impression, if you did it witha 
view simply to. your own advantage. Did 
you imagine that thenceforth you were to 
become the object of solicitude? Did you 
conceive that the ministry, and the ordi- 
nances, and the communion of saints, were 
all to be laid under contribution to promote 
your comfort? Did you suppose the church 
of Christ was an institution of which all the 
office-bearers and private members were to 
be mainly concerned in watching over you ? 
What selfishness is there in allthis! Is this 
the benevolence of the gospel? Is this the 
generous temper of love? Is this the 
princely spirit of a Christian? “Be ye imi- 
tators of God as dear children.” He receives 
from none; he communicates to all. 

Our obligation as individual Christians 
binds us to activity in the service of Christ ; 
our connexion with a Christian church in- 
creases the intensity of the obligation. You 
may seek to be edified, and seek to be com- 
forted ; and these purposes, no doubt, are 
to be answered by Christian privileges ; but 
you must seek them not for their own sake, 
but only as means to an end, to make you 
more vigorous, and more valiant in the cause 
of truth. 

_ Combination is strength. A church may 
effect what an individual cannot : an associ- 
ation of churches may achieve what no 
single community could accomplish. Re- 
sponsibility increases with augmented 
power; an individual is in a more respon- 
sible situation as a church member than 
when standing alone; and a church incurs 
additional responsibility by entering into as- | 
sociation with other churches, That respon- 
sibility we have incurred ; that strength we 
have acquired:.and the one supplies>the 
means, and the other the motive, to engage 
us in the effort now to be proposed. 

The proposal, then, submitted to the As. 
sociated Churches is,, First, The erection of 
a large and commodious chapel: in a central 
rl m olis.. Secondly, The erec- 
ion-of other buildings suitable for conduct-— 
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ing the business of the denomination, and 
for receiving a library. Thirdly, the erec- 
tion, at subsequent periods, of other chapels, 
as means and opportunities may be supplied 
by the bounty of the churches, and the 
openings of Providence. 

Such a chapel as the first part of our plan 
proposes is greatly needed; the denomina- 
tion possesses nothing of the kind, and it is 
the only denomination that does not. It is 
impossible to estimate how much of our 
want of concentration may be attributable 
to the circumstance that we have never pos- 
sessed an edifice in which, as upon our own 
territory, the Baptist churches of London 
could assemble. The complaint is often al- 
leged, that our endeavours in the Christian 
cause are desultory, broken into fragments, 
and scattered. Our churches are numerous, 
but their places of worship are for the most 
part small, They have never known their 
strength ; and, amongst other reasons, this 
may certainly be assigned as one, they have 
had no facility for ascertaining it, The 
churches comprising this Association, only 
eighteen in number, contain more than 4000 
members. Where at anytime could half of 
them be assembled? And they are disposed 
to assemble, Our annual meeting, both-this 
year and last, evinces an increasing desire 
to unite and consolidate ; they are disposed 
to act in concert—to gather the scattered 
embers together—to present a greater visible 
unity—and to show that they can pursue 
great objects with a common zeal, 

To other communities of Christians mores 
over, we are indebted for places sufficiently 
commodious, in which to hold our mission-= 
ary anniversaries. The annual sermons of 
the Baptist Missionary Society have never, 
either of them (and there used to be two), 
been preached in a Baptist chapel. In Ini 
dependent chapels they have been preached, 
in the Countess of Huntingdon’s, in Calviz 
nistic and Weseyan Methodist chapels ; but 
neyer in one belonging to our own body. 
The reason, it may be replied, is obvious 
and satisfactory ;—we have never possessed 
one large enough. Obvious, we admit it to 
be, but anything rather than satisfactory, 
Our thanks are due for the kindness we 
have received from our friends; but it 
would be more to our honour to do as they 
have done, and build for ourselves. - > 

On this ground, therefore, the proposition 
for a commodious central chapel is main- 
tained. It is exclusively denominational 


ground, It was meantto beso; andit was 


meant on that account to place it first. We 
have no intention to disavow, nor eyen to 
conceal, that we are anxious for the respect- 


ability and the increase of our own section | 


of the Christian chureh, What else do we. 
mean by giving the preference to it, if we 
do not think it worthy of exteasion?. Con- 
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gregationalists act on this principle, Metho. 
dists act on this principle, Episcopalians 
act on this principle; and they are to be 
commended, not censured for it. Upon this 
principle it is becoming that we should act; 
and it is time that we did so: heretofore we 
have been too negligent of its practical use. 
The assertion, indeed, is not unfrequently 
to be heard, that we are too sectarian al- 
ready ; more sectarian than any denomina- 
tion beside. If so, where are the churches 
we have formed? Where are the chapels 
we have erected? Where are the denomi- 
national house and offices we have built? 


-Where the denominational library and lec- 


tures we have instituted? Where the de- 
nominational press and book-room, publish- 
ing systematically and pushing into circula- 
tion our denominational literature? It is 
not true,—and we are to blame that it is not 
true,—that the main efforts of the Baptists 
are made to extend their denomination. 
On the contrary, we have suffered our mem- 
bers to draw off from us in all directions ; 
and it is notorious, that they may be found 
united with churches of other denominations 
in various parts of the metropolis and the 
suburban villages, because we have neg- 
lected to provide such a ministry, or such 
opportunities for its exercise, as would have 
kept them in their own fold. 

But in such a chapel the gospel would be 
preached. Its direct effect would therefore 
be to enlarge the means of grace for the 
public benefit. Any denomination of Chris- 
tians who erect a place of worship capable 
of containing eighteen hundred or two 
thousand persons, and put into it an evan- 
gelical and efficient ministry amidst the 
dense population of this vast city, are pub- 
lic benefactors, and deserve well of the com- 
munity. They may, by such a measure, 


expand their own sectional limits; they 


may gather converts to the peculiarities of 
their own views of doctrine and discipline ; 
—but, at the same time, they extend and 
strengthen the battle against vice and the 
devil, and help forward the aggressions of 
the christian church upon the territory of 
ignorance and sin. 

Besides this direct effect, indirectly the 
influence of such a chapel would be felt in 
promoting the general good. It would be 
impossible that a congregation should be 
collected such as the proposition supposes; 
but it must be a blessing to the neighbour- 
hood where it is located. Christian activi- 
ties of every kind would be called into ex- 
istence, and all the great institutions for the 
diffusion of the gospel at home and abroad 
would receive contributions and support. 


To which also it is obvious and just to add,” 


that such an accession of strength as would 
result from it to the denomination, would 
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make us more able labourers in the common 
cause. 

After the erection of a chapel, the next 
part of our proposal contemplates the erec. 
tion of buildings, commodious in their di- 
mensions, and in their form and construction 
suitable for conducting the general business 
of the denomination, and for the reception 
of a library. 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the in- 
conveniences, numerous and annoying as 
they are, of the house in Fen Court. Since 
those premises were engaged, the business 
of the denomination has greatly increased. 
Other societies than at that time existed 
have been instituted, and those of that day 
are most of them enlarged in their opera- 
tions, both domestic and foreign. Want of 
accommodation often brings our different 
societies into embarrassing interference with 
each other, leads to a loss of time, to a per- 
functory discharge of important business, 
and to many other practical difficulties ; 
while some have left the premises alto. 
gether, and meet in coffee-houses, or the 
rooms of other.public bodies, as they may 
find convenient. The desirableness of ef 
fectuating an improvement in these parti- 
culars is pressingly felt by all who take an 
active part in the conduct of our different 
institutions; and some expedients have 
been contemplated with a view to make our 
continuancé in our present obscure and 
straitened position at all tolerable. Such 
expedients can at best accomplish only a 
partial and temporary improvement, while 
no effectual remedy can be applied but by 
providing other and larger premises. 

In such premises provision should be 
made for the reception of a Denominational 
Libyary. Reflections are sometimes cast 
upon-us, as being for the most part persons 
little addicted to reading, and disposed to 
estimate at a low value the aid which litera. 
ture may render to the service of religion. 
We are certainly far from thinking that real 
and enlightened piety cannot exist, or that 
in numerous cases it does not even flourish 
and produce its precious fruits in tich clus- 
ters in the absence of literary culture; nor 
do we suppose an erudite acquaintance with 
the classical writers, or a profound and ex- 
tensive knowledge of modern books, neces- 
sary to qualify a man to preach the gospel. 
This acknowledgment we freely make; but 
if it be therefore said, that Baptists are in 
love with ignorance, or that as a denomina~ 
tion they are distinguished by the want of 
learning, we should like to suggest a few in- 
quiries. By whom was the Commentary on 
the Bible, beyond all others celebrated for 
its rabbinical learning, written? Who 
stand in the foremost rank among modern 
places might not be enumerated, in which 
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translators of the Scriptures? Of whom was 
it said, by an authority* which none will 
dispute, that “there is a writer who com- | 
bines the beauties of Johnson, Addison, and 
Burke, without their imperfections ?” Who 
is the author of one of the most deservedly 
popular treatises on the doctrines of grace, 
not long since republished, with an intro- 
ductory essay from the pen of Dr. Chal- 
mers, and later still circulated by the Reli- 
gious Tract Society in thousands through 
the land? "Whose works have done more 
to stem the antinomian heresy than perhaps 
any writer’s beside; and, by a new line of 
argument, conceived and conducted with a 
masculine vigour, which no adversary has 
ever ventured to confront, refuted the Soci- 
nian and the deist? It may surely be 
enough to mention Gill, as a commentator ; 
Carey, Marshman, and Yates, as transla 
tors ; Hall, as an accomplished scholar and 
unrivalled orator, with Booth and Fuller, 
as divines, to silence the imputation, that 
the Baptist denomination is barren of great 
names in the commonwealth of letters. Yet 
to these might be added our Stennetts, our 
Rylands, our Beddomes, our Gales, our 
Carsons, our Fosters, with a multitude of 
other and scarcely inferior names. But 
if we can point to individuals of great ce- 
lebrity, who sustain our reputation for learn- 
ing and authorship, so also we can point to 
the efforts of the Denomination at large, in 
founding and supporting our colleges. 
Bristol, Stepney, Bradford, and Pontipool, 
are the seats of Academical Institutions 
which, under God, supply our churches with 
a well-informed and efficient ministry. The 
only cause of regret is, that the supply is 
unequal to the demand. At no former pe- 
riod did the general intelligence of the De- 
nomination stand higher than it does at 
present, or its appreciation of the services 
of literature as a handmaid to religion. It 
behoves us to frame our denominational 
movements in correspondency with such a 
state of things ;. still endeavouring to elevate 
our intellectual character, and to advance 
ourselves in society beyond the position in 
which, so honourably to themselves, our 
fathers have placed us. As one mode of 
doing this, it is recommended that we 
should found a Metropolitan Denomina- 
tional Library. The influence of such an 
institution, it is conceived, would be emi- 
nently conducive to this end; while it would 
form a permanent depository for works con- 
nected with the history, the controversies, 
the statistics, the biographies, the missions, 
and whatever else may belong to or affect 
the Baptist body, whether in Britain, or 
America, or in any other part of the world. 
There is yet another valuable purpose to 


* Dugald Stuart. 


‘| our denomination has not kept pace with 
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which these projected buildings may with 
great advantage be applied, and that is, 
they would furnish a convenient and safe 
deposit for the trust-deeds of our chapels 
and public institutions. At present, these 
important documents are, with perhaps a 
very few exceptions, in the hands of indi- 
viduals, and consequently exposed to great 
risk of being consumed by fire, mislaid, for- 
gotten, destroyed, or otherwise lost, through 
a thousand casualties, against which, in such 
custody, no provision can be made. In 
some convenient part of the proposed edi- 
fice a strong fire-proof room should be con- 
structed, where, in iron chests, such parch- 
ments and papers may be securely lodged. 
Besides these two objects, our views ex- 
tend yet further. The Association was 
formed, not merely to promote the union of 
the churches, but to augment their useful- 
ness; especially by giving such a direction 
to their combined efforts as might issue in 
the formation of new congregations. In the 
suburban parts of London there is a most 
observable destitution of Baptist chapels. 
With a very few exceptions, we have left 
the metropolitan villages unoccupied. Long 
lines of road, with an unbroken continuity 
of houses on either side, stretching four and 
five miles in every direction from the centre 
of the city, have within the last half century 
carried its population away from their former 
residences, and fixed them in new localities. 
But to these localities our chapels have not 
moved. They continue where they were, 
in lanes, and courts, and alleys, surrounded 
not, as formerly, with the habitations of 
merchants and respectable citizens, but in 
some instances with warehouses and com- 
mercial chambers, and in others with poy- 
erty and vice. And not only has the popu- 
lation of London thus migrated, it has also 
amazingly increased, And so has our de. 
nomination increased. There are unques- 
tionably more Baptists in London and its 
environs now than at any former time. Are 
they indifferent to their own views of truth ? 
Do they underrate the importance of main- 
taining in its original purity that divine or- 


|dimance which Providence has especially 


entrusted to them to uphold? Is it nothing 
in their estimation, that they have indisput. 
ably on their side the example of Christ, 
and the practice of the apostles? Have 
they forgotten their responsibility as wit- 
nesses, the only witnesses, to the primitive 
truth, in relation to their grand distinetive 
peculiarity? We do not believe it. But 


| Why, then, are they so inert? Why have pe 


we no chapel in Islington, in Pentonville, in 
Paddington, in Knightsbridge, in Chelsea, 
in Pimlico, in Kennington, in Brixton, in 


Wandsworth, in Clapton, in Kingsland, in 


Stoke Newington? And how many more 


. 
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the augmentation of the inhabitants, nor 
with the efforts of other religious parties to 
provide for their spiritual instruction? It 
is time we shook off our supineness, and by 
well-concerted measures addressed ourselves 
in earnest to our so long neglected duty. 
Nearly one thousand pounds per annum are 


raised in London to build our chapels in the, 


country; when shall we do something to 
erect new ones in town? 

Such then, dear brethren, in its threefold 
object, is the proposal we bring before you. 
Let none be alarmed at its magnitude. It 
is a great scheme, we admit, as we at least 
in such matters must measure greatness. 
But the sacred watchword of our denomina- 
tion used to be, “ attempt great things, and 
expect great things.” Are we in these later 
days grown degenerate? Shall the example 
of our fathers, instead of provoking us to 
emulation, administer a severe and merited 
rebuke? Let-us rise to something like an 
adequate sense of our duty. It is, of 
course, not imagined, that such enterprises 
of Christian zeal as are now submitted can 
be accomplished at once; but unless a com- 
mencement be made, they will never be ac- 
complished at all. What is now solicited is, 
that we earnestly apply ourselves to the 
matter; that the proposition be no longer 
treated as a mere topic of conversation, or 
the object looked at as one much to be de- 
sired, but not to be attained. In this 
manner we have wished for it and talked 
about it long enough. Let it at length be 
taken up in a practical, business-like way. 
Little doubt can be entertained that assis- 
tance would be afforded, not simply by the 
churches in London, but by the denomina- 
tion at large. 

Difficulties stand in the way. No doubt 
they do. What work of magnitude was ever 
achieved without them? If we sit still till 
we have before us an unobstructed course, 
we shall sit still till death hides us in the 
grave, and nothing will be done by us; and 
more than this, we ourselves, in such a case, 
shall constitute the greatest difficulty. No- 
thing is so much a hindrance to active, zea- 
lous workmen in the service of Christ, as an 
indolent fellow-Christian. It is the slothful 
man that says, there is a lion in the way. If 
we only address ourselves diligently, and 
with determination to the business, we shall 
find difficulties diminish as we approach 
them, and help flowing in from unexpected 
quarters. The cause is not ours, it is the 
cause of God; we are but labourers, he is 
the Architectus Maximus—the chief Master 
Builder. Let this motive quicken our ac. 
tivity, and dissipate our fears. ‘* Be ye 
strong, therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak; for your work shall be rewarded.” 


‘Let us with one heart take up the resolution 


of the pious and patriotic Nehemiah ; “The 


——— 


God of heaven he will prosper us, therefore 
we his servants will arise and build”. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


Never were charges more triumphantly 
refuted than those which are met in a tract, 
bearing the signature of the Secretary of this 
Institution entitled, 4 Reply to the Misre- 
presentations of the Rev. Francis Close, and 
others, as to the Principles and Practice of the 
British and Foreign School Society. It can 
be easily obtained by any one who wishes to 
investigate the details of calumny, but it 
contains one passage of a general aspect, 
which deserves extensive circulation as 
giving a precise view of the true nature of 
the controversy, between that Society and 
its detractors. The real question at issue 
between the friends and opponents of the 
british and Foreign School Society, (‘and 
to this,” says Mr. Dunn, “ I would particu- 
larly request attention,) is, whether or no 
the Bible, and the Bible only, is sufficient 
for the instruction of youth. The Rey. 
Hugh M‘Neil, at the late education meeting, 
exclaimed more than once, that no secular 
knowledge could be beneficial or for the ad- 
vantage of the people, unless accompanied 
by. the sacred word of God, and the formu- 
laries of the church! If this be true, the 
Bible is insufficient, and union among Chris- 
tians is a dream. Wherein this doctrine 
differs from that which is advocated in 
“ Tracts for the Times,” I do not profess 
to know; how it accords with Mr. M‘Neil’s 
eloquent orations for “ the Bible, the whole 
Bible, and nothing but the Bible,” is for him 
to explain. One thing, at least, is clear; it 
is a doctrine as inconsistent with the princi- 
ples of Protestantism, as it is incompatible 
with religious liberty.” 


SOCIETY FOR ASSISTING TO APPRENTICE 
THE CHILDREN OF DISSENTING MINIS- 
TERS, OF EVANGELICAL SENTIMENTS, 


The Committee of this excellent Institu- 
tion have issued a circular, from which the 
following paragraphs are extracted. _ 

“The Society, which has been formed 
some time, and is Catholic in its spirit (em- 
bracing both Independents and Baptists), 
has been instrumental in apprenticing twen- 
ty-three children, eleyen of whom are father- 
less, and three entirely orphans. It has, 
however, to regret, that for want of funds, 
it is under the painful necessity of rejecting 
many candidates, whose cases have been 
pressingly urged upon it by disinterested 
friends, to whom their situation has been 
made known. 


“Many of the most laborious ministers 


a 
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amongst the Dissenters, have large families 
and limited incomes. The spheres in which 
they move as ministers of the gospel, are too 
important to be abandoned, whilst the people 
of their charge, however they may have the 
wil], do not possess the means, of so liberally 
contributing to their support, as to raise 
them above the pressing cares attendant on 
large and increasing families. The unavoid- 
able consequence is, that their children are 
often neglected both as to education and 
trade. Hence the necessity of this appeal. 
Let it never be forgotten that these are the 
men who preach the gospel to the poor, and 
does not Providence seem to say to those 
whose cups run over, ‘Act towards their 
children in things temporal, as they act 
towards the lambs of their flocks in things 
spiritual 7.” 

“ The Committee feel, that in thus ap- 
pealing to the benevolence of the Christian 
public, it will not be in vain, especially as 
they do so on behalf of the children of some 
of the most esteemed, faithful, and useful 
ministers of our eommon Lord, and, it may 
be added, for the children of those servants 
of Christ, who have been called into eter- 
nity, leaving their orphans unprotected, and 
without provision. 

“Tn the case of a successful eandidate, 
the Society pays £20 towards an apprentice- 
ship premium. The sum often guineas con- 
stitutes a Life Governor, and one guinea a 
year, a governor, both of whom are entitled 
to two votes at the elections. A donation 
of five guineas, a Life Member, and 10s, 6d. 
a year, a Member, both of whom have one 
vote. Congregations sending a collection 
through their ministers, are entitled to one 
vote for every pound collected. : 

The rules of the Society may be obtained 
on application to either of the Secretaries, 
C. J. Metcalfe, Esq., Roxton House, near 
St. Neot’s, Huntingdon, and Mr.S. Plumbe, 
Congregational Library, Finsbury Circus. 


WIDOWS’ FUND. . ESTABLISHED. 1733, 


The 106th Anniversary Meeting of the 
Society for the Relief of the Widows and 
Children of Protestant Dissenting Ministers, 
will be held on Wednesday, the 10th day of 
April next, when a Sermon will be preached 
by the Rey. Thomas Madge, of Essex 
Street, Strand, at the Chapel, Little Carter 
Lane, Doctors’ Commons. The service to 
begin at 12 o'clock precisely. 

Upwards of 200 widows have annually 
received assistance from this benevolent So- 
ciety, for several years past. 


WANTAGE, RE-UNION OF CHURCHES. 


The Rev, W. Glanville, who for twelve 
years has been the pastor of the first Baptist, 


Church’ in this town, hag voluntarily relin- 


quished his ministerial charge, with a view 
to the union of the two Baptist Churches, 
meeting in Grove Street, and Back Street. 
This union has been effected by mutual 
agreement, and the united Church is now 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Cowie, who 
for some time has successfully laboured as 
the minister of the second Baptist Church. 
** While we entirely approve,” say the dea 
cons, “‘of the step thus taken, in the full 
expectation that it will contribute to the ad- 
vancement of the cause of Christ, we feel it 
incumbent on us to express our cordial re- 
gard for Mr, Glanville, hoping that he will 
speedily be directed in the providence of 
God, to a wider sphere of ministerial exer- 
tion, in which he may be greatly blessed by 
the Head of the Church.” ; 


SURREY MISSION. 


The forty-second anniversary of this So- 
ciety was held at the Rev. T. Jackson’s 
Chapel, Stockwell, on Wednesday, March 
13, when an animated sermon was preached 
by the Rey. E, N. Kirke, from the United 
States, and Addresses urging the claims of 
the Society, were delivered by the Rev. G. 
Browne, the Rey. J. Edwards, and other 
ministers. We regret to learn, that the ef- 
forts of this useful Society, are restricted 
by the want of funds. 


NEW CHAPEL. 
CAMROSE, PEMBROKESHIRE, 


Monday, April 16th, 1838, a neat place of 
worship was opened at Camrose, Pembroke- 
shire, connected with the Baptist Church at 
Bethlehem, and under the pastoral care of 
Mr. Thomas Owen, when discourses were 
delivered by the following brethren :—B, 
Owen, Letterstone ; H. Davis, Llangloffan ; 
E. Price, Moleston ; D. Evans, Login; J. 
Rees, Zion Chapel; T. Owen, Bethlehem ; 
J. H. Thomas, Milford. The devotional 
parts of the services were conducted by 
brethren E. Phillips; J. William (Indep.);. 
D. Owen ; and D. Jenkens, ; 


ORDINATIONS, 


PEMBROKESHIRE, 


October 24th, 1838, at Horeb, Mr. James. 
Roberts, who for the past forty years has 
been preaching among the Baptists, was fully 
set apart, as an itinerant minister, for the 
assistance of his brethren in the ministry, N.. 
Harris, (Indep,) commenced the service by: 
reading and prayer. J. H. Thomas, 5 
ford, received Mr, Roberts’s confession of 
faith, offered up the ordination prayer, and 
gave the charge. Rev. Daniel Owens, Mi-. 
nister of the place, preached to the congre- _ 
gation, and concluded the service by prayer. 
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CARNARVONSHIRE, 


January 6th, 1839, the Rev. Joseph 
Jones was publicly set apart to the pastorate, 
over the Baptist Churches, Galtrath and 
Tyndonen, Carnarvonshire, North Wales. 

Rev. Robert Jones, Llanellyfin, began the 
service by reading the Scriptures and Prayer, 
advocated the principles of dissent, andasked 
the usual questions, Rev. Rowland Peter, of 
Ceufas, offered up the intermediate prayer. 
Rey. John Morgans, late of Beaumaris, ad- 
dressed the minister in his usual warm and 
energetic manner, from John xxi. 17; and 
the Rev. John Davis, Nevin, delivered a 
discourse to the churches from 1 Thess. v. 
12, and concluded by prayer. 


REMARKABLE BAPTISMS. 
CAMBERWELL. 


On Thursday, Feb. 28, twelve persons 
were baptized in Denmark Place Chapel, 
Camberwell, by the Rey. E, Steane, among 
whom were Mr. and Mrs. Westwood, of 
Ventnor, in the Isle of Wight, who were 
previously members of the Society of 
Friends, and the Rev. J. Wenger, late of 
the University of Berne. 

Mr. Wenger is a native of Switzerland, 
and was educated with a view to the Chris- 
tian ministry in the Established Church of 
that country. Having passed through the 
prescribed course, first of literary, and then 
of theological studies, he was about to re- 
ceive ordination, but his mind had begun to 
entertain doubts both regarding a national 
church, and infant baptism. He applied 
himself to the serious investigation of these 
subjects, and the result was, a decided 
conviction that they are both unscriptural, 
opposed to the Christianity of the New Tes- 
tament, and eminently perilous to the salva- 
tion of souls. .He accordingly renounced 
his prospects, and his friends having turned 
their backs on him, he became a voluntary 
exile for conscience’ sake, from the land of 
his kindred and his birth. Nearly five 
years, he resided in Greece, principally at 
Athens, as tutor in a private family. In the 
course of the last summer, he visited Eng- 


land, and sought introductions to some of 


our ministers in London, The consequence 
has been, that he proposed himself to our 


- Missionary Society, and is now an accepted 


ca 


missionary, and goes out. to India with Mr. 
W. H. Pearce, when he returns. F 
Previously to his coming to England, he 
had found no opportunity to be baptized; 
he therefore solicited Mr. Steane to baptize 
him. A tract now ‘before us contains the 


substance of the address he delivered on that 


- 


7 


opportunity to assi 


occasion; in which he avails himself of the 
his principal reasons 
for seceding from the Established Church, 


_ and becoming a Baptist. At the request of 
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Mr. Steane and other friends who heard it, 
he consented to its publication, and we un- 
derstand that he has subsequently translated 
it into his native language, and sent it to 
Berne, to be published there. It is calm, 
manly, fully to the point, and calculated to 
do great good. We hope it will circulate in 
all directions. Five thousand copies have 
been printed; and, entertaining the con- 
viction as we do, that infant baptism 
and established churches are the means 
of deluding men’s souls to their destruction, 
we sincerely trust the demand for it will re- 
quire many five thousands more. The title 
of the tract is, ‘‘ Established Churches and 
Infant Baptism. Substance of an Address, 
delivered at Denmark Place Chapel, Cam. 
berwell. By Rev. J. Wenger, late of the 
University of Berne. Price 2d; each, or 1s. 
per dozen.” 


CARNARVON, 


We are informed that a young lady of 
Carnarvon, who is reputed to possess an ex- 
tensive acquaintance with divine truth, was, 
at her own request, immersed on a_profes- 
sion of her faith in Christ, on the 10th of 
February last, in the parish church of Car- 
naryon, by the Vicar, Application had been 
made by the Vicar previously on the sub- 
ject, to the Bishop of Bangor, who directed 
him to comply with the lady’s desire, re- 
marking, it is said, that immersion was the 
only mode practised in the days of the apos- 
tles. Our correspondent observes that the 
administrator appeared to feel the import- 
ance of the work in which he was engaged, 
and to be actuated by the spirit of Christ, 
and adds, ‘May the worthy Vicar next 
time give us the pleasure to say in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, ‘and they went down 
both into the water.’ ” 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MR, JAMES PARSONS. 

This valued deacon of the church at Pill, 
near Bristol, was removed by death, at the 
advanced age of seventy-four, on the 4th of 
February. The following sketch of his life 
is extracted from a communication forwarded 
to us by his pastor. : 

«Our aged friend was a native of this 
parish, From his youth he was moral, and’ 
had convictions of conscience at about thir- 
teen years of age. He was brought up to 
the established church, and attended closely 
to all its forms. His conversion to God took 
place fifty years ago, under the. preaching of 
a Mr. Vaughan, who was I believe, the first 


pastor of the Independent church in this 


place, which met in what was then the only 
dissenting place of worship here. - He 
then took his stand among the Dissen- 


ters; united himself to the Independent 
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church ; and was chosen a deacon of it, 
This change of mind and conduct procured 
him enemies. He was then oceupying the 
farm in which his father lived and died, and 
where he himself was born. The Esquire of 
the parish, of whom he rented his farm, be- 
came his enemy. He gave him notice to 
quit, and this threw him into many pecu- 
niary difficulties, which were scarcely ever 
surmounted, After many struggles, and 
some removes, he returned to this place, 
where he remained to his dying day. 

‘«‘ He continued a member and deacon of the 
Independent church for several years. At 
length, the attention of several of the mem- 
bers was turned to the subject of baptism ; 
and the consequence was, a conviction that 
they had not been scripturally baptized. 
Our friend was baptized by Mr. Roberts, at 
the Pithay chapel, in Bristol, 

“‘In 1814, our present commodious meet- 
ing-house was built ; and on Nov. 29, 1815, 
the church was formed, and Mr. Parsons 
became one of its members. Here, too, he 
was chosen a deacon, which office he retained 
to his dying day. He loved the gates of 
Zion, and attended her services as long as he 
could possibly go to the place. To this church 
he felt a most ardent attachment. A friend 
who assisted him to his chamber the night 
previous to his death, informs us, that after 
he had prayed with him, he bade him fare- 
well, and said, ‘The Lord bless you; and 
bless the cuurcn ;” laying a double em- 
phasis upon the word “ church.” He was 
the first person I knew in this place. Since 
I have been here, he has done all he could 
to render me comfortable; and, I can truly 
say, I feel I have lost.a friend. He saw a 
great deal of change and difficulty in the 
cause here; but, whoever took offence, and 
left the church, he stood by it and sustained 
ites 


REV, SAMUEL HILLYARD, 


The venerable pastor of the church at Bed- 
ford which was formerly under the care of 
John Bunyan, entered into rest on the 4th 
of March. Mr, Hillyard was universally 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


respected in. his life, and his body was at- 
tended to the grave by ministers of five dif- 
ferent denominations, and a large concourse 
of weeping friends. His immediate prede- 
cessor, Mr. Symonds, was a pzdobaptist 
when elected, but he became a baptist some 
years afterwards. Mr. Hillyard, who was 
also a pedobaptist, did not follow him in 
this; but it was during his pastorate, in 
1796, that a baptistery was built in the 
meeting-house, where there had never been 
one before. He was sixty-eight years of 
age, and had laboured at Bedford forty-seven 
years. 


REV. ADAM FREEMAN. 

The Rey. Adam Freeman, for fifty years 
pastor of the second Baptist church at 
Woolwich, Kent, fell asleep in Christ on 
the 22nd of March, in the 83rd year of his 
age. He has been unable, through various 
infirmities, to preach for the last four years ; 
and has been for many months confined to 
his room. His last illness was only of four 
days’ duration. His intellect was un- 
clouded, and his mind happy, up to the last 
hour of his mortal career. He died as he 
lived, simply resting on that Saviour he had 
so faithfully and successfully preached, and 
confidently anticipating the eternal fruition 
of his presence. 


MRS. HUGHES. 

The widow of the late Rev. Joseph 

Hughes, of Battersea, died at Chelsea, on 
the 10th of March. 


W. STONE, ESQ,, 
Master builder in Her Majesty’s Dock Yard, 
Chatham, formerly of Deptford, departed 
this life on the 18th of March, after a few 
days’ illness, aged sixty-nine. 


MRS. SHENSTON, 
Wife of the Rev. J. B. Shenston, pastor of 
the Baptist church, in Eldon Street, London, 
departed this life-on the 23rd of March, 
aged sixty-nine years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


EMIGRATION TO AMERICA. . 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
My Dear Sir, aa 
I have been requested by more than one 
of my correspondents in the United States 
to direct the attention of the ministers and 


members of our churches who may be in- | 


tending to emigrate to America, to the very 
great importance of proper testimonials and 


recommendations to the churches of that 


land, 


Tam informed that, in many instances, 
persons from England solicit communion 
with them, claiming to be members of baptist 


churches in this country, without presenting 


any evidence of the fact at all; and in some 
other instarices, they have furnished very im« 
perfect and indefinite testimonials, which 


have been entirely ee. in producing 
our brethren, would 


the confidence whi¢ 
wish to cherish, 


Even ministers, it seems, have goné out, 


~ 


YA ee ae 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


either entirely destitute of recommendations, 
or with letters signed. by persons who are 
entirely unknown there. Our brethren are 
desirous it should be known in England, 
that they require definite and distinct letters 
from the churches, commending their emi- 
grating members to them, properly dated and 
signed ; and that, in the case of ministers 
especially, the letters should be counter- 
signed by ministers whose names and stand- 
ing are well known in that country. 

The propriety of this course of conduct 
must be evident to all who reflect ; and its 
influence on the cause of religion in both 
countries is too clear to allow me for a mo- 
ment to suppose that you can hesitate in di- 
recting the attention of churches and minis- 
ters to the subject, and thus oblige, 

Yours fraternally, 
Josep Brtcuer. 
6, Union Place, Blackheath Roud, Green- 
wich, March 4, 1839. 


ON COLLECTIONS AT MISSIONARY PRAYER 
MEETINGS. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear Sir.—Allow me to suggest to the 
churches of our denomination, a very easy 
method of increasing the funds of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. I take it for 
granted that most of our churches have a 
Missionary Prayer Meeting, the first Monday 
evening in every month. I would therefore 
suggest that a missionary box or boxes be at- 
tached to the door or doors of every chapel 


in the Baptist denomination, in which a Mis-" 


sionary Prayer Meeting is held, and that every 
person attending such meeting make ita point 
to drop in a penny on leaving the chapel at 
the close of the service, If this plan were 
adopted by our churches throughout the 
country, a considerable sum might be 
realized during the year beyond what is now 
raised for missionary purposes. 1 know not 
whether such a mode of augmenting the 
funds of the mission, has ever been recom- 
mended through the medium of your valu- 
able periodical before; I confess it never 
entered my mind until I heard it recom- 
_ mended a few weeks ago at Ramsgate, at a 
meeting convened by the Rev. Mortlock 
Daniell, for the purpose of forming an aux- 
iliary to the Baptist Missionary Society. I 
- was so pleased with the recommendation, 
_ that J lost no time in urging my own people 
to act upon it, and I was truly delighted at 
our last Missionary Prayer Meeting, to hear 
the pence drop one by one into the boxes as 
the congregation left the chapel. I do not 
think a single individual omitted the penny 
without putting in something of more value, 


have realized some shillings the very first 
evening the plan was acted upon. 
Tf then the mission is in want of money, 


Mh 
— 


and as the attendance was good, we must } 


let the pastors of our churches throughout 


the kingdom bring this very simple plan 
before the attention of their people, and so 
urge its universal adoption, as that no indi- 
vidual, whether rich or poor, may leave a 
Missionary Prayer Meeting without leaving 
something in the treasury of the Lord to 
further that object for which prayer had been 
offered. I purpose from this time forth, 
always announcing the Missionary Prayer 
Meeting with the request to remember the 
Missionary box on the evening of prayer, 
and if every Christian pastor would do like- 
wise, I think more would be realized for the 
Missions in this way than by making a penny 
periodical of the Missionary Herald, while 
the Baptist Magazine would lose none of its 
interest by the absence of missionary in- 
formation. Sincerely hoping that the hints 
now given may lead to additional effort, and 
subserve the welfare of the Redeemer’s 
cause, I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 
Margate, Mar. 9, 1839. D. Pieper. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Alterations are about to be made in the 
manner of publishing the Missionary Herald, 
of which it is desirable that the readers of 
the Magazine, and the friends of the Baptist 
Missionary Society in general, should be 
apprized. 

The Committee of the Mission, finding 
that the Herald is not large enough to admit 
all the intelligence which the extending 
operations of the Society furnish, and which 
their constituents desire, have determined to 
double its size, issuing sixteen pages monthly 
instead of eight. It is intended, also, that 
an illustrative wood-cut shall adorn each 
number, and other methods be taken to ren- 
der the publication additionally attractive. 
The gratuitous distribution, which has been 
in some cases very considerable, is to cease ; 
and the price of one penny is to be paid for 
each number of the new series, which wlll 
commence in June. 

For many years the Herald has constituted 
part of the Magazine, occupying eight pages 
of the forty-four which are every month pre- 
sented to our readers. The proprietors have 
therefore met to consider the course which 
it behoved them to adopt in their new posi- 
tion. It appeared to them to be exceedingly 
undesirable, on the one hand, to trench 
upon the space allotted to general subjects, 
in order to insert eight pages more of mis- 
sionary intelligence; or, on the other hand, 
to deprive our readers of the pleasure and 
advantage derivable from the official com- 
munications of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. They have decided, therefore, in fa- 
vour of a bold and generous policy. They 
have determined that, during the remainder 
of this year, at least, they will incur the ex- 
pense of adding eight pages to the number 
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already given, so as to include the whole of 


the Herald in its enlarged form, without di- 
minishing any other portion of their work. 
The Magazine for June will in consequence 
contain fifty-two pages; and this enlarged 
quantity will be continued, if the public 
evince a ecrresponding desire to avail them- 
selves of the proffered boon. This addition 
to their expenditure would lessen the power 
of the proprietors to relieve the widows for 
whom they are solicitous, in too great a de- 
gree to be incurred permanently, unless the 
sale of the Magazine should be proportion- 
ally augmented. But it is expected, that 
very many who have not hitherto obtained 
the Missionary Herald, or who have obtained 
it gratuitously, will be anxious to receive it 
in its improved form, and that they will on 
this account be the more ready to give six- 
pence per month for a publication which 
gives, in addition to matter exclusively its 
own, official intelligence of all the principal 
societies connected with the denomination. 
It is hoped, too, that the pastors of the 
churches will exert themselves to increase 
the number of subscribers to the Magazine, 
in their respective congregations; as in so 
doing they will not only promote its chari- 
able object, but aid all our most important 
institutions by assisting to diffuse informa- 
tion respecting them, and justify the confi- 
dence which is implied by this new effort to 
render the Magazine worthy of the commu- 
nity to which it belongs. 


The attention of the proprietors of the 
Magazine has also been directed to the fact, 
that though for thirty years it has been an- 
nounced on the title-page of every volume, 
that ‘the Profits arising from the sale of 
this work are given to the widows of Baptist 
Ministers at the recommendation of the Con- 
tributors,” yet the last clause of the an- 
nouncement has fallen practically into ob- 
livion. Recommendations have been given 
and accepted without any regard to the 
qualification which the original projectors of 
the work prescribed, and which their succes- 
sors have verbally recognized. The propri- 
etors wish it to be understood, therefore, 
that in future a preference will be given to 


those applications which are recommended | 


by actual Contributors.” Let it not be 
supposed, however, that by Contributors 
are meant those gentlemen alone to whom 
we are indebted for long and elaborate pa_ 
pers: the communication of facts, if original 
and duly authenticated, is a token ood. 
will, and an acceptable service, though one 
which may easily be rendered. Such com- 
munications may have to pass through the 
editor's crucible; but if a single grain of 


pure gold comes forth, it will be valuable to | 


the readers of the work, and will thus con- 
duce to our constantly cherished purpose, 
Even when such cémmunieations do not 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


appear, they sometimes afford useful hints 
| to the editor, and the good intention dis- 
played entitles their writers to rank among 
the “« Contributors.” 


We hope that the valuable Letter of the 
London Association of Baptist Churches, in 
| an earlier part of this number, will not be 
overlooked by any of our readers, The 
principles which it advocates are of univer- 
sal concern, and the measures which it pro- 
poses have important bearings on the inte- 
rests, not of London alone, but of the 
country of which London is the metropolis ; 


| and, indeed, of every part of the world, of 


which London is, vr ought to be, the reli- 
gious centre. 


Many of our friends are aware that some 
of the Jamaica papers have recently dis- 
played even more than usual zeal in calum- 


| niating the Baptist Missionaries in that 


island; and that some of the London pa. 
pers have diligently echoed and re-echoed 
their boisterous enunciations. They have 
been charged with encouraging the negroes 
in perversely refusing to work, and in de- 
manding enormous wages; and with pur. 
suing a malignant course, which must prove 
ruinous. A decisive refutation of these 
charges, given by the highest authority on 
the island, has just reached this country, in 
an answer to an Address to the Governor, 
Sir Lionel Smith, which the Baptist Mis- 
sionaries had drawn up and signed at their 
annual association. We have not room for 
the Address, but we have much pleasure in 
laying before our readers His Excellency’s 
Reply. 


King’s-House, 4th February, 1839. 

Rey. GENTLEMEN.—I receive this address with 
great pleasure ; the reason which occasioned it, 
that of your annual convocation, must have 
brought to your recollection the occurrences of 
former times, and presented in happy contrast the 
reward of your labours over a grateful and reli- 
gious peasantry. 

My duty and inclination bind me to do all I can 
in supporting your praiseworthy exertions to kee 
your followers, through the obligations of chris- 
tianity, in a course of obedience to the laws ;-and 
you may be assured that I am not to be shaken by 
any trials to which [may be exposed in the faith- 
ful discharge of my duties. 

It gives me great satisfaction that you confide in 
my character, to give effect to the benevolent de- 
sires of the British nation with respect to the 
lately emancipated peasantry; and while I can- 
not remedy, I can only lament the uncompro- 
mising spirit, which in many instances they have 
had to encounter in their new condition. 

T shall say but little to you in regard to the 
calumnies of which you complain, — 

Abuse is often honourable, and it has done great 
Service to your cause ; for you may be assured it has 
extended the knowledge of your exertio 
have gained you ample honour in every other 
country, | ; ee as 

Had it not, and as long as I can give satisfaction 
to my country and my sovereign, 1 will gladly 
partake of that abuse, as a gratifying proof that 


thronghout the world. : ; 
To the Baptist Missionaries résiding in Jamaica. 


- 


we are fast destroying the last remnant of slavery _ 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOCIETY, 


The Committee have pleasure in announcing to their friends, and the 
Christian public at large, the following arrangements :— 
~ Lorn’s pay, Aprit 28, 
* Sermons on behalf of the Society will be preached— 


In the Southern District, 


CAMBERWELL, Denmark PLACE CHA- 
PEL, In the Morning, by the Rev. 
Christopher Anderson, of Edinburgh ; 
Evening, by the Rev. Jonathan Wat- 
son, of Cupar, Fife. 

PECKHAM. Inthe Morning by the Rev. 
T. Powell; Evening, by the Rev. R. G. 
Lemaire. 

WALWORTH, Lion StrEET. Inthe Morn- 
ing, by the Rev. James Sprigg, M.A., 
of Ipswich; Evening, by the Rev. 
Samuel Nicholson, of Plymouth. 

In the Morning, 
by the Rey. James Puntis, of Norwich ; 
Evening, by the Rev. T, Powell. 

CLAPHAM. In the Morning, by the Rev. 
John Edwards; Evening, by the Rev. 
Edward Steane, of Camberwell. 

LAMBETH, Recent Sr. In the Morning, 
by the Rev. Eliel Davis; Evening, by 
the Rev. D. R. Stephen, of Swansea. 

In the Morning, by 


the Rey. ; Evening, by the 


Rey. 
BATTERSEA. (A Public Meeting on 
Wednesday the 24th. H. Waymouth, 


Esq., Chairman.) 
In the 


Morning, by the Rev. W. Miall ; 
Evening, by the Rev. Thomas Shirley, 
of Sevenoaks. — 
NEW PARK STREET. In the Morn- 
ing, by the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A. ; 


rections or addi 
the list. > . 


Evening, by the Rev. P. E. Butler, B.A. | 


CHURCH STREET, Brackrriars, In 
the Morning, by the Rev. Joseph Da- 
vis; Afternoon, by the Rey. J. H. 
Hinton, M.A.; Evening, by the Rey. 
Frederick Trestrail, of Newport, I. W. 

MAZE POND. In the Morning, by the 
Rey. William Brock, of Norwich; Af- 
ternoon, by the Rey. James Edwards, 
of Nottingham, 

UNICORN YARD, Tootry STREET. 
In the Morning, by the Rev. T. Shirley ; 
Evening, by the Rey. B. Lewis. 

ALFRED PLACE, Kent Roan. In the 
Morning, by the Rev. W. Young; 4f- 

____ternoon, by the Rev. John Adey; 
Evening, by the Rev. John Cox. 

JAMAICA ROW, BermonpsEy. In the 
Morning, by the Rev. John Dyer ; 
Evening, by the Rev. John Jackson, 
of Bath. 

DEPTFORD, Lower Roap. In the 
Morning, by the Rev. John Kingsford ; 
Evening, by the Rev. 

GREENWICH, Lonpon Sr. In the 
Morning, by the Rev. J. Wenger; 
Evening, by the Rev. W. Belsher. 

—— Bunyaw CuapeEt. In the 
Morning, by the Rev. J. Belcher; 
Evening, by the Rev. J. Wenger. 

WOOLWICH, Qurrn St. Morning and 
Evening by the Rev. John Cox. 

——— Enon St. Morning and 

Evening, by the Rev. _ 


_ * The above list is as complete as it could be rendered up to the present moment. Cor. 
tions should be sent, without delay, to Fen Court, to be incorporated in 
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In the Central District, 
SALTERS’ HALL, CANNON ST. In{PRESCOT STREET. In the Morning, 


the Morning, by the Rev. 8. J. Davis ; by the Rev. James Edwards, of Not- 
Afternoon, by the Rey. Samuel Nichol. | tingham ; Afternoon, by the Rev. Ben- 
son, of Plymouth; Evening, by the jamin Godwin, of Oxford. 
Rev. T. Swan, of Birmingham. MITCHELL STREET. In the Morning, 
DEVONSHIRE SQUARE. In the Morn. | by the Rev. B. Lewis; Evening, by the 
ing, by the Rey. Jonathan Watson, of Rev. W. Miall. 
a eile sonore by the Rev. J. | Win pMILL STREET. In the Afternoon, 
D T 
EAGLE STREET. Ta the Morning, by | ~~ > Mts W. Jones, M.A. 
the Rev. C. M. Birrell, of Liverpool ; | LITTLE WILD STREET. Inthe Morn- 
Afternoon, by the Rev. Frederick Tres- | ing, by the Rev. ; Evening, by 
trail, of Newport, I. W. Evening, by | the Rev. ——— 


the Rev. Edmund Hull, of Watford. 


In the Western District, 
JOHN STREET. In the Morning, by the | HAMPSTEAD. In the Morning and 


Rev. Samuel Nicholson, of Plymouth; Evening, by the Kev. J. Castleden. 
Evening, by the Rev. William Brock, of | HAMMERS MITH. In the Morning, by 
Norwich. the Rev. Eustace Carey ; Evening, by 
HENRIETTA STREET. In the Morning, the Rev. J. M. Soule. 
by the Rev. Edmund Hull, of Watford ; | BROMPTON, ALFRED PLACE. In the 
Evening, by the Rev. F. A. Cox, D. D. Morning, by the Rev. F. Tucker, B.A. ; 
KEPPEL STREET. Inthe Morning, by Evening, by the Rey. C. M. Birrell, of 
the Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D.; Evening, Liverpool. 
by the Rev. James Sprigg, M.A., of | KENSINGTON. In the Morning, by the 
Ipswich. Rev. J.* Broad; Evening, by the 
GRAFTON STREET, SOHO. In the Rey. Eustace Carey. 
Morning, by the Rev. ROMNEY STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
SOHO, OXFORD STREET. In the In the Morning, by the Rev. John 
Morning, by the Rey. —; Evening, Jackson, of Bath; Evening, by the 
by the Rey. ——— Rev. James Puntis, of Norwich. 
BLANDFORD STREET. (Sermons will] BRENTFORD (New). In the Morning, 
be preached on the 2nd or 3rd Sabbath by the Rev. W. Hancock; Afternoon, 
in May.) by the Rev. W. W. Evans. 
NORTHAMPTON STREET, ST. PAN-| HARLINGTON. In the Morning, by the 
CRAS. In the Evening, by the Rey. Rey. W. W. Evans, 


George Pritchard. 


In the Northern District, 
SPENCER PLACE, GOSWELL ROAD. | PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, SHoreEpitcuH. 


In the Evening, by the Rev. S, J. Davis. In the Morning, by the Rev. : 
HIGHGATE. In the Morning, by the Rev. Evening, by the Rev. : 
———; Evening, by the Rev. — EBENEZER CHAPEL. In the Morning 
HENDON, In the Morning and Evening, and Evening, by the Rev. J, Mas- 
by the Rev. J. Gundry. singham. 


TOTTENHAM. In the Morning, by the | HACKNEY. In the Morning, by the Rev. 
Rev. D. R. Stephen, of Swansea; | Benjamin Godwin, of Oxford; After- 
Evening , by the Rev. Robert Roff, of noon, by the Rev. P. E. Butler, B.A., 


Cambridge. | of ‘Keppel Street; Evening, 
SHACKLEW ELL. In the Morning, by Rev. Christopher ‘waneraee, A he 

the Rev. John Cox; Evening, by the burgh. 

Rev. J. Hoskins, of Camberwell. HOMERTON. . In the Morning, by the 
HOXTON, Burresranp St. In the Rey. D. Curtis; Afternoon, by the 

Morning, by the Rey. J. Rothery ; | Rev. John Foreman; Evening, ek a : 


Evening, by the Rey, John Dyer, | Rey. see Dickerson 


In the Eastern District, 


LITTLE ALIE STREET. Inthe Morn- | STEPNEY. COLLEGE CHAPEL. -In 


ing and Afternoon, by the Rev. P. Dick- | - fhe, Morning, by the Rev. J. E. Good. 
erson ; "oening, by the Rev. Dy Cur- of Gosport ; aft ifternoon, by the Rey. Da 
tide ces G, Fuller ; Beening, by the Rey, ——— 


} 
; 
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POPLAR, Corton St. In the Morning, BOW. In the Morning, by the Rev. Charles 
by the Rey. Joseph Burton, from the Stovel; Afternoon, “by the Rey. W 
Bebanees Evening, by the Rey. James Norton; Evening, by the Rev. Jo- 

pton. seph Burton, Missionar < 

SHAKSPEARE’S WALK. In the After- hari as 
noon, by the Rev. Joseph Burton, Mis- | ILFORD. In the Morning, Afternoon, and 
sionary from the Bahamas; Evening, Evening, by the Rey. John Girdwood 
by the Rev. T. Moore. j of Manchester, * : 


Turespay, Apri 30, 
The Committee of the Society will meet at the Mission House, Fen Court, 
at eleven o'clock, when the company of all Ministers of the Denomination, 
who may be in town, is requested. 


Wepnespay, May 1, 

The Rey. Tuomas Roperts, of Bristol, will preach the General Sermon for 
the Society, at Surrey Chapel, Blackfriar’s Road. Service to begin at half- 
past six. 
Tuurspay, May 2, 

The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held at Finsbury Chapel, 
Moorfields. Chair to be taken by the Treasurer, W. B. Gurney, Esq., at 
eleven o'clock. 

On Thursday evening, a Meeting for Prayer and Addresses, in reference to 
Missionary operations, will be held at New Park Street Chapel, in the Bo- 
rough, to commence at half-past six o'clock. 


Fen Court, March 20, 1839. 


Many friends of the Society, aware of the great increase which has recently taken 
place in the expenditure, will be solicitous to know what is likely to be the state 
of its finances when the accounts of the year are made up. We give the best in- 
formation at present in our power, partly with a view to meet the inquiry supposed, 
but chiefly in order to suggest a hint or two, in reference to the coming anniver- 
sary, which must be given now, or not at all. 

Generally, we are happy to say, the report is encouraging. A considerable in- 
crease has taken place in the receipts of the Society, especially in that portion of 
our income which is devoted to general purposes. This has been owing, among 
other causes, to the very generous efforts made in some particular districts, and to 
a disposition, which we trust is growing among our more opulent friends, to regu- 
late the amount of their stated annual subscriptions more strictly in proportion to 
the relative magnitude of the object, and to follow the apostolic precept by giving 
as the Lord hath prospered them. ‘Three gentlemen, at and near Manchester, for 
instance, have lately enrolled their names as annual subscribers of £50 each, and 
another has raised his subscription from ten guineas to thirty pounds. One muni- 
ficent friend im the metropolis, has promptly followed the honourable example of 
“the first three,’ nor can we doubt that others, both in town and country, will ‘go 
and do likewise.’ : 

Our respected friends, who heretofore supported the ‘Serampore Union,’ haye had, 
during the year, a large sum to collect, in order to discharge the claims from that 
quarter up to 30th of April last, from which date those stations became chargeable 
to the Society’s funds. This circumstance has, of course, occasioned the amount 
of contributions from these friends to be less than they otherwise would have been, 
or than they will be hereafter ; but, notwithstanding this, we believe we shall not 


be far from the truth, in anticipating that when the yearly accounts are closed, it 


will be found that the ordinary receipts haye nearly covered the expenditure of 
the year—a circumstance not of frequent occurrence in our financial history. 
‘readers, however, will not have forgotten that a sum of very nearly £4000 


v< 


» 
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was due by the Society a twelvemonth ago. Towards the liquidation of this 
amount, £1320 was received at and shortly after the public meeting, so that, even 
if the present year, through the divine goodness, shall be found to have provided 
for itself, there is still a balance of £2680 unprovided for. 

This balance of £2680, or, to state it in round numbers, £3000, will be imme- 
diately reyuired, and it ought, by all means, to. be furnished at, or before the Anni- 
versary Meeting. The subject is mentioned now, in the hope that it will be so. 

Hitherto but few, comparatively, of our friends and supporters, have co-operated 
in removing the encumbrances which have impeded the progress of the Society. 
The effort has not gone far beyond those who were present at the annual meeting, 
and on some of them it has rested with a disproportionate pressure. Of this they 
have not complained, but others ‘will be too generous to permit such inequality to 
be repeated, and it appears to the writer that a comparatively moderate effort, 
promptly and simultaneously made, will suffice to raise the sum wanted, and thus 
enable the Society to enter upon the coming year without a debt. 

The members of the General Committee are one hundred in number. A 
contribution of £30, therefore, made or procured by each, is all that is wanting 
to effect this desirable purpose; and it would be gross absurdity to imagine 
this could not easily be accomplished. Will each member of the General Com- 
mittee, therefore, consider this proposal as affectionately, earnestly, and res- 
pectfully addressed to himself, and resolve to bring or send the said amount 
of £30, at least, on or before the day of the annual meeting ? And, seeing 
that unforeseen circumstances sometimes prevent the accomplishment of the 
kindest purposes, and it is possible that all who have the ‘will’ to do this, 
may not find the ‘ way,’ will other friends, not of the Committee, be pleased 
to eee for such contingencies, by devoting a moderate sum to this specific 
object | 

The individual who ventures to propose this plan, trusts to be enabled him- 
self to take a share in it, and to provide his quota of £30, by the day specified. 


a brief account of the stations under my 
care. 

During the year just ended, I have been 
favored with repeated tokens of the Divine 
favour, and though, as a family, we have 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


JAMAICA, 


Just after our last number went to 
press, two mails arrived from Jamaica. 
They sailed too early to bring us 
any intelligence from the Association 
at Montego Bay, but we lay before our 
readers a variety of particulars, respect- 
ing the different stations, taken from the 
letters which have come to hand. 


8T. ANN’S BAY. i 


Mr. Abbott has furnished us, according 
to annual custom, with an account of 
the state of the churches under his care, 
which, we are persuaded, will be read 
with much interest and pleasure. His 
letter bears date 8d of January, 1839.~ 


St. Ann’s Bay, Jamaica, Jan. 3, 1839, 


~ My Dear Srr,—I embrace the earliest | 
opportunity afforded me, after closing the 
public services with which myself and peo- 


ple welcomed the new year, of sending you | 


' 


experienced much domestic affliction, my 
own health has been uninterruptedly good, 
and I have been most mercifully assisted in 
the discharge of my various duties, Dur 
ing the past year, seventy-four persons were 
added to the church at St. Ann’s Bay, by 
baptism, and sixty-eight to the church at 
Ocho-Rios. Seventy-four members were | 
dismissed from the’church at St. Ann’s Bay, 
to form a chureh at ‘ Coultart Grove.” 
The number of inquirers and sunday-school 
children has greatly increased, and I have > 
married 128 couples. The numbers at the 
several stations are as follows =~ _ 

S-School - 
Children. | 


Members.| Enquirers. 


St. Ann’s Bay| 227 5 
Ocho Rios . | 203 
CoultartGrove) 74 | 24 


—_—— 


Total. . . | 504 
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while I do not think that myself or deacons 


not, except in one instance, been called upon 
to discharge the painful duty of excluding a 
member from the church. That there has 
been no conniving at sin on my part, I feel 
perfectly conscious, and that the members 
haye not been partakers of others’ sins by 
hiding them, I feel almost equally certain. 
In proof of this I may mention that the 
only other ease of discipline which has been 
brought before me, was one in which an 
assistant class leader was charged by his 
brethren with neglecting one of the class 
during sickness, and for this he was pub- 
licly reproved. Our church meetings have 
been well attended, and the business of the 
church has been most harmoniously con- 
ducted ; in short, nothing has occurred to 
mar our peace, or to induce me to retract a 
single expression used in my last annual 
account, in reference to the zeal, kindness, 
and general consistency, of the people, whom 
I most sincerely love, and with whom I 
hope to spend the remainder of my days. 
Were not those who have so unwarrantably 
aspersed the character of our members bi- 
goted and blinded by party zeal, they would 
examine for themselves, and see with their 
own eyes, the wonderful change effected in 
the hearts, as evidenced in the lives of the 
great majority of our people, instead of ea- 
gerly laying hold of and exaggerating the 
unsupported accusations of a polluted and 
time-serving press. But the truth is, men 
who have been bred in the atmosphere of 
slavery, think it perfectly impossible for a 
man with a black skin to have any thing but 
a black heart, or to possess a character for 
any thing but cunning, deceit, and falsehood 
—evils which he unhappily, though of ne- 


cessity, acquired, under the tuition of his’ 


fairer-skinned oppressor, but which the 


gospel has already subdued, and will event. 


ually destroy. , : 

fcan most conscientiously say, that so far 
as J] have had an opportunity of judging, 
the discipline observed in our churches here 
is equally rigid with that maintained in our 
churches at home ; and though the majority 
of our members are confessedly deficient in 
scriptural knowledge, (for which, not they, 
but their oppressors who kept them so long 
in ignorance, are to blame,) yet they gladly 
listen to the advice of their spiritual instrue- 


tors, and as cheerfully follow it. The zeal 


and liberality of very many of ‘them, is such 
as should make more intelligent and pros. 
perous Christians blush ; and they live as 
orderly, peaceably, and holily, as any body 
of professing Christians I have ever seen or 


read of. A few years since, the Christmas, 
and other holidays, were spent by the ne- 
groes, instigated and supported by the 
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| whites, to drown care and induce content- 
have been unwatchful or unfaithful, we have | 


ment with slavery, in riotous and bacchana- 
lian scenes of the most barbarous and dis. 
graceful character ; drunkenness—the pro- 
miscuous intercourse of the sexes—fighting, 
and almost every evil, were the result. But 
now how changed ! 

During the rejoicings at the proclamation 
of freedom in August, nota single riot, quar- 
rel, or case of drunkenness occurred; nor 
during the past Christmas holidays, which 
have lasted three times as long as at any 
former period, have I heard of the least dis- 
turbance, or of more than two persons who 
were seen in a state of intoxication, and 
they not professors of religion, throughout 
the whole of this extensive district. 

We had public. services on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day here, and on the 
following days at Ocho Rios, and though on 
former occasions our services were liable to 
interruption from the din in the streets, this 
year not a drum was heard. The hideous 
disfigurement of body usually practised, 
was unseen; the war-song was unheard ; 
the goomba, conch, and other instruments of 
idolatrous revelry, were cast aside, and 
while our chapel was crowded on each oc- 
casion, the streets and grog-shops were al- 
most entirely deserted. _ 

Surely then some good has been effected, 
and though it may not equal our wishes, or 
the unreasonable expectations of those who 
do little more than complain, while they 
leave others to labour, we rejoice to say, 
“The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” 

I cannot forbear mentioning, by way of 
showing that our people are not so fond of 
lax discipline, or of sin, as their assailants 
would have you believe, that they have 
brought me information of a dancing party, 
the only one which, to the best of my know- 
ledge, has been held during the holidays in 
this district; and though not a single mem- 
ber had the slightest connexion with it, yet 
two or three inquirers are accused of having 
participated in it, and if proved guilty, they 
will be reproved, and their names will be 
erased from the list of inquirers at our next 
sabbath service. At the last church meet. 
ings held at the stations during the past 


month, J, as usual, called over the names of ae 


all the members, and made inquiries as to 
the regularity of their attendance upon the 
means of grace. I most solemnly besought 
them, if any one of them had been guilty of 
any sin, or knew that any of their brethren 
had been, of which the church was ignorant, 
candidly to confess it, lest I should make a 
false return of the actual state of the church, 
and paused at the end of each name, that 
all might have an dpportunity of speaking. 
But no acknowledgment was made, and on 
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my putting the following question—‘‘ Do 
you then authorize me to state to the Asso- 
ciation on your behalf, that you dwell to- 
gether in love and peace, and that you are 
striving to live in the fear of God, and to 
keep all his commandments and ordinances 
blameless 1” — every hand was held up ; 
and I left them with the pleasing hope, that 
if I met them no more on earth, I should 
meet them with the glorified church before 
the throne of the Eternal, and unite with 
them throughout eternity in celebrating the 
triumphs of redeeming love. 

The enlargement of our chapel at St. 
Ann’s Bay, by a new roof, seventy feet by 
twenty-five, is rapidly progressing. The 
foundation-stone was laid on the 26th Oct., 
by brethren Knibb and Clark, and the 
building will, I trust, be completed in 
about three months. Though the church 
was, previous to the commencement of this 
addition, considerably in debt, yet the con- 
tinually increasing state of the congregation, 
induced them, though entirely dependant 
upon their own resources to defray the cost 
of its erection, to undertake the task—pledg- 
ing themselves to renewed exertions to 
enable me to complete the work, which 
pledge they are nobly redeeming. 

When completed, the chapel will accom- 
modate about 1800 persons, and will be a 
neat, substantial, and durable building. The 
church and friends at Ocho Rios, who sadly 
need a more safe and commodious place of 
worship, than that in which they at present 
meet, which is fast going to decay, and for 
whom I would have begun a chapel long 
since, had I had the means at command ; 
are cheerfully devoting a portion of the first 
fruits of freedom to this object ; and though 
very many of them are compelled by their 
former owners to pay shamefully exorbitant 
tents for their cottages, or leave them and 
go they know not whither, yet they will, I 
think, raise a sum suflicient to warrant my 
commencing a plain substantial chapel for 
them, by the time I have finished the one 
at St. Ann’s Bay. 

At Coultart Grove I have observed the 
same order of services as in 1837, and on 
those Sabbaths when I am absent, public 
service is conducted by a black young man 
of promise—a deacon of the church at St. 
Ann’s Bay, named Isaac Higgin, who also 
conducts the day and Sunday Schools at that 
station much to my satisfaction. 

I was induced in May last, by the impor- 
tunity of a few who cared for their souls, 
from the borders of Clarendon, within a mile 
of the centre of the island ; and by their re- 
presentations of the painfully benighted state 
of that district, to pay them a visit. I found 
their account alas too true. The whole dis- 


trict was totally destitute of the means of 
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grace—there being no place of worship or 
school nearer than Brother Clark’s station, 
which is twelve miles distant, and almost 
inaccessible to them, owing to a lofty ridge 
of mountains, which runs between the two 
places. 

The inhabitants, except a few who had 
oceasionally attended Brother Taylor, at 
Old Harbour, a distance of thirty miles, ap- 
peared to be ina state of heathenish dark- 
ness, Ten acres of land were kindly offered 
as a donation by a gentleman favourable to 
our mission, of the name of Tabois; and a 
number of people offered to raise a shed at 
their own cost, if I would occasionally visit 
them. 

I immediately accepted the offer—took 
possession of the land—preached on it under 
some trees the same morning, and, after the 
service, placed in the ground the first stick 
towards the intended erection. The people 
have since then raised a thatched shed, fifty 
feet by twenty-five, with which they must 
be content until funds can be collected to 
raise a more durable and comfortable build- 
ing. 
t spent two days with them the week be- 
fore last, and preached in theshed each day, 
and though the services were held on their 
working days, as I could not well deprive 
my other and larger stations of a Sabbath, 
from three to four hundred persons were 
present. 

The distance is so great, it being fully 
twenty-eight miles from hence, and the 
toads so bad, that it takes me about eight 
hours to reach it; so that it will not be in my 
power to visit it frequently. I have how- 
ever sent an intelligent and pious member 
of the church at Coultart Grove, named 
Henry Beckford, to reside there and conduct 
public service three Sabbaths in each month, 
and also to attend a day school. 

On the fourth Sabbath, the people from 
that quarter are to meet me at Coultart 
Grove; but to do this, the whole of them 
will have to walk sixteen miles,and many 
of them eighteen and twenty. But in the 
absence of more efficient aid, I can make no 
better arrangement for them. Oh, that you 
had funds to spare to send a laborious mis. ~ 
sionary to that destitute part of the island ! 
He would have a range of more than twenty 
miles, many parts of which are densely po- 
pulated, to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, without entering upon another's 
labours, for the ground is uncultivated ; or 
without seeming to interfere with the claims — 
of any other denomination, for it is possess- 
ed by none.~ Far be it from me to ee 
rate the labours of such men as my friends 
Higgin and Beckford. ‘They are, I believe, 
eminently pious and devoted to the serv 


of God, and had they been favoured with 
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tolerable education in early life, they would 
be all that I could wish them to be. As it 
is, they are in every sense of the term, na- 
tive assistants, and are, I hope, doing much 
good; but until recently they were slaves. 
I purchased the freedom of J. Higgin in 
April last, but H. Beckford continued to 
wear the galling yoke until the Ist of Au- 
gust. They have not—could not be sup- 
posed to have, that learning and informa- 
tion, that knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
confidence in themselves, requisite to the 
solé and efficient management of a station, 
and they are situated too far from me toad- 
mit of my rendering them any very material 
aid in the prosecution of their studies. 
Could I have kept them with me for a 
year or two, or sent them to some one bet- 
ter qualified to instruct them, the advantage 
to themselves and the stations would have 
been immense. I had however no alterna- 
tive but to abandon the Clarendon station, 
and to deprive Coultart Grove of public 
worship three Sabbaths out of four, or to 
send them forth to do their best. That they 
do their best I feel perfectly confident, and 
that they are able to do so well, considering 
the few opportunities they have had of im- 
proving their minds, and the short space of 
time that has elapsed since they have been 
able to call their time their own, and have 
dared to think and act for themselves, re- 
flects the highest credit on their diligence 
and perseverance, Each of them delivered 
an address at the Anniversary of our Aux- 
iliary Missionary Society, which was held 
at St. Ann’s Bay on the 6th ultimo., with 
much propriety and acceptance, and if they 
continue studious and humble, I shall have 
great cause to bless God for raising them up 
amongst us. I do not ask you to assist in 
their support, hoping to be able to accom- 
plish this out of our school funds, and by 
collections in the churches ; but if the Com- 
mittee would present each with a copy of 
the Tract Society’s Commentary,.a Con~ 
cordance, and any other suitable book, I 
should be thankful, as they greatly need 
them, and would be highly gratified with 
such a mark of your attention and favour. 
But my sheet is full, I will send the sta- 
tion accounts in the sheet which encloses 
this, and I am, ; 
My dear sir, 
' Very sincerely and affectionately yours, 
Tuos. F, ABBOTT. 
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From Mr. Kingdon, Dec. 18, 1888 :— 


“You will be glad to hear that the corner- 
stone of our new chapel has been laid. This 
interesting event took place last Tuesday 
evening, in the presence of a goodly number 
of labourers, and several of the neighbouring 
gentry; my excellent brother-in-law, Mr. 
Anderson, laying the stone. I was disap- 
pointed in not being able to procure the as. 
sistance of any of my brother missionaries, 
from various circumstances of distance, sick- 
ness, or pre-occupation. It will please you 
to learn, that means for meeting this formi- 
dable undertaking are becoming greater. 
Mr. Anderson is promised the proceeds of 
some lectures on Jamaica ornithology about 
to be delivered by Mr. Hill, Secretary to the 
Governor in the Special Justice Depart- 
ment; and Mr, Anderson intends to give us 
the sum which may be realized by one of his 
lectures on the ancient and modern state of 
Africa. These I take thankfully, as earnests 
of the successive helps to be raised up for the 
completion of this very needful undertaking, 
And, though not aware of the reception 
which may be given to any solicitation of 
friends in England, I hope that we may re- 
ceive freely what we cannot realize here. 
Nothing can be plainer than the structure 
about to be erected. Mr. Anderson has 
kindly engaged to get lithographed a sketch 
of the architect’s plan of the chapel. I hope 
to be able to forward you a copy shortly. 

(To be continued.) 


DOMESTIC. 
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DOVER. 


On Lord’s Day, January the 13th, 
two sermons were preached by the Rev. 
Eustace Carey, at the Baptist Chapel, Pent 
Side, and on the following evening a large 
and respectable public meeting was held in 
the same place, Wm. Stace, Esq., jun., in 
the chair. The Rev. E. Carey, as the de- 
putation from the Parent Society, Rev. W. 
Copley, of Eythorn, T. Anderson, Countess 
of Huntingdon’s Connexion, P. Briscoe, of 
Folkestone, 8. Lillycrop, &c., &c., addressed 
the meeting. The collections after these 
services amounted to £19 16s., and a cons 
siderable interest in favour of the operations 
of the Society, was excited, which we trust 
will be found after many days, at OT 


{ LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 
East Inpies.—Rev. James Thomas, Calcutta, (no date) Nov. 20, Jan. 4; John Lawrence, Digah, 


Patna, Nov. 9. 
; elite aier=fiavsd: M. Phillippo, Spanish Town, 


_ Knibb, Falmouth, Nov. 6, 29, Dec. 10, another, no date, 


» 
ie 


oa : 


—_— — 


Andrew Leslie, Monghyr, Aug. 27, Sept. 28; 
Nev. 12, Dec. 28, another, no date, Jan. 8; Wm, 


W. Carey, Cutwa, Sept. 2; Henry Beddy, 


Jan. 4, 8; John Clarke, Jericho, Nov. 7, Dec, 
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28 ; John Hutchins, Savanna-la-Mar, Nov. 2; W. Dendy, Bethtephil, Nov. 5; Joshua Tinson, Kincs- 
ton, Nov. 13, Jan.2; John Kingdon, Manchioneal, Nov. 6, Dec, 18, Jan. 8; John Clark, Brown's 
Town, Nov. 14,17; Bs B. Dexter, Stewart Town, Dec. 4, Jan. 3; D. Day, Annotta Bay, Dec. 10; S. 
Whitehorne, Kingston, Dec. 29; James Reid, Hayes, Savanna, Jan. 7; HE. B. Lyon, Esq., Trelawney, 
Jan.4; T. F. Abbott, St. Ann's Bay, Jan, 3; H.C. Taylor, Old Harbour, Nov, 20. 

Banama Istanps.—Rev. T. Leayer, Nassau, Nov. 9; Members of the church at Nassau, Nov. 5;—T: 
Applegate, at New York, Dec. 21. 

Honpuras,—Reyv. A. Henderson, Belize, Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 25. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from Feb. 15, to March 15, 
1839, not including individual subscriptions : 


Maryport, Friends at, by Rev. Chas. An- Grundisburgh, by Rev. J. Eyres. ..o+.. 3 2 6 
GerSON .. vee ecenereeecerees . 211 6] Bampton, by Rev. T. Thomas .........+ 110 3 
Loughton Missionary Association, by ’ Twickenham, col. by Mrs. Litchfield.... 1 7 0 
MGV. S;- Biaw seid eeieticniennarscer 6 3 4| Newtown, by Rev. Benjamin Price .... 26 5 3 
Town Malling, by Rev. E. Carey 13 8 3 Hanxton Mills, collected by Miss Foster_411 0 
BRessell’s Green, by do. ...+..-- 5.8 0 Waltham Abbey, by Mr. Pugh...,...... 1 12 10 
Borough Green, by do. ...06--. 313 8 Bridgnorth, by Rev. Thos. Morgan...... 33 10 8 
3 ——— 22 1 11| Bramley, by Mr. Cliff.....c..sesseeeeee 22 0 0 
DONATIONS. 
Mrs; Lum, BoltOn- ict ccsecscececes 0 0 
RENEE GE: cerimisle ios Sieeela gard pecee 0 0 
Josiah Foster, Esq., Tottenham..... bio 0: icin a Ore ReNaeae 00 
Mr. J. L. Benham’s Missionary Box............ 00 
Miss Spurden’s do.....:........ ee eeccens 0 0 
The Assistant Secretary’s do...... 6 0 
«*The Missionary Castle.” ....,. Scivieeaes 3.4 
George Bennet, Esq., Hackney ...........+ Cagite tvantasiele ety ow 8.0 O 
Miss Griffith, Chelsea, by Mr. Wm. Adeney  ..scsscesccceeeeeceees 50 0 O 
For Miscellaneous Objects. 
Mrs. Lum, Bolton, for Mr. Knibb’s Schools.... . oes aenndins Caw geaeert Oates, 
Mr.Hatchins” do... 2... ics miaaiare os a ma « 6 @ 0 
Mr. A. Saunders, Regent Street, for India...... Sune cwoniplae Soesacd 10 0 0 
Mrs. Bolton, Thorpe, for Mr. Knibb’s Schools......... Scorn ichicns 7-86 
Mr. Burchell’s do... se tee0.....- wade =peeenteet, be Oe 
LEGACIKS. 
pene J ae Esq., late of Dorking (Executors, Messrs. Blyth Foster, and Sainl. 
ackson 
1) Ree ard eFexauia sateen nities Neiwies 8:1 L,w ese ee cts cinise wc eee tesecweoe 40 0 0 
Mrs. Sophia Peuny, late of Mornington Place, Hampstead Road (Executors, J. H. 
Leckie, Esq-, Henry Hogben, Esq.,and John Penny, Esq.) ........... arate ateies -- 450 0 0 
Mr. W. Patient, late of Shute, near Warminster (Executors, Mr, J. P. Carrington, 
and Mr. Wiliam Gillett) .............- Seu gas Sominggoetoacad ere e ne SSA CHa 919 0 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn, late of Sowerby, near Thirsk (Executors, William Sincla‘r, 
Jun. Esq., and Rey. Abraham Pickles)........(duty free)... .....cccsceucecces 000 
~~ 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. = 


Mr. W. H. Pearce returns his best thanks to the Young Ladies of Dr. Hoby's con- 
gregation, and to friends at Crayford, for their acceptable present of useful articles for sale 
on account of the Female Boarding School. 

The thanks of the Committee are presented to Mrs. Hawtin and Mrs. Agates, Ham- 
mersmith, for sundry valuable and useful articles for Mr. Knibb’s Schools, Falmouth; to 
Mrs. Trego, Plymouth, for a quantity of similar articles for Mr. Burchell, Montego Bay ; 
to Rev. M. Saunders, Hawarth, for tracts for the Jamaica Schools; to friends of Bland- 
ford Street Chapel, per Rev. W. B. Bowes; to young friends at Stepney, by Mrs. 
Hewitt ; and to friends at St. Albans, per Rev. W. Upton, for boxes of useful articles, in 
aid of Mr. Knibb’s Schools. Thanks are also presented to an unknown Friend at Bir. 
mingham, for sundry valuable books for the formation of a library for the use of native 
preachers in Jamaica; to Mrs. Adams, of Homerton, for a box for Mrs. Penney, of 
Calcutta, and to an unknown Friend for a parcel for Mr, Penney. aie 
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Our friends and supporters are respectfully informed, that the services of 
the approaching anniversary of this Society are arranged for as follows. 
On Tuesday evening, April 23, a Sermon on behalf of the Society 
1s to be preached at the Poultry Chapel (kindly lent for the occasion), by 
the Rev. Dr. Lizrcninp. Service to commence at half-past six. 

And on the following Tuesday evening, April 30, the Annual Meeting 
will be held at the Rev. Dr. Bennett’s Chapel, Silver Street, Joun Ivarr 
Brisco, Esq., M.P., in the Chair. To commence at 6 o’clock. 


As the Society is very considerably in arrears, and as the accounts for the 
current year will close on the 20th April, that they may be audited, and 
laid before the Annual Meeting, it is exceedingly desirable that all sums 
intended to appear in the Report should be sent, or announced to the Secre- 
tary, on or before that day. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen’s 
Row, Walworth ; by the Rey. J. DyEr, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rey. SrerHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs, 
Mixuarp, Bishopsgate Street ; SANDERS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE 
& Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANpERson, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rey. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, 
Dublin; by Mr. J. Horxrns, Bull Street, Birmingham; by Mr. J. H. Atuen, Norwich 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


The Committee, at their last sitting, agreed upon the following Circular, 
which they earnestly recommend to the kind attention of their friends 


throughout the country. 
The Baptist Irish Society are compelled to appeal to the friends of pure and enlightened 


-Christianity in the sister island, for assistance in their present emergency. Past experience, 


and the acknowledged importance of the work in which they are engaged, combine to 
assure them that their appeal will not bein vain. They ask that their brief statement may 
be read, and that every Christian who reads it, will do as love to our common Lord will 
prompt. They submit, ; 

1, That the Society have uniformly directed their efforts against the master evils of 
ee and sin, discountenancing all controversial proceedings. Their maxim is, make 
the truth known; God will secure its triumphs. Pipe t 

2: The Society support forty-two day-schools, in which are upwards of thrée thousand 
children; and a few Sunday-schools, all of which, there is good reason to believe, are greatly 
useful in diffusing a knowledge of the Word of God among the peasantry. Applications 
for six other schools in destitute vicinities, chiefly in county Sligo, are now before the 
Committee, suspended for want of funds. ries eet 
- 8. The Society employ fifteen readers of the Scriptures, some of whom read in the 
native Irish: In one district, where five readers ate employed, 4626 visits were made to 


2321 families in the year 1838. The blessed results of this unpretending labour have been 


exceedingly gratifying. The Society are constantly being called upon to augment this 


agency, and as yet they have not ventured to refuse the call. 

-4, They have also nine ministers presiding over as many small churches and congrega- 

tions with increasing attendance, together with itinerant preachers who have no churches, 
loved brethren may be estimated from the statement given 31st 


- The labours of these be ae 
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December last, for the year, as to one district in which two of them are employed ; 404 
sermons had been preached, some in Irish, in twenty-five towns and villages. 

5, These labours involve an expenditure of about £2500 per annum ; for the greater 
part of which the Society depend on occasional contributions. Ireland herself increasingly 
assists, but such labours must be sustained chiefly by benevolent exertions in this country. 
A debt of £750 now presses upon the Committee, which they are encouraged to hope will 
be speedily removed, if friends will only look at the case with their wonted kindness. To 
relax or give up any part of the labours of this Society, would be to check a degree of 
success graciously afforded at the present time, as great, or greater, than at any former 


period of their labours. 


Permit me, then, to implore you by your confidence in the power of the gospel to con- 
vert and save men; by your conviction of the value of immortal souls; by your gratitude 
for redeeming love, extended to yourself; and by the account which every one of us must 
render of the talents he possesses, to examine the case put now before you, and to aid it 


to the utmost extent of your power. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
I subscribe myself, 
Yours very sincerely, 


Committee Meeting, March 5, 1839. 


SamMUEL GREEN, Walworth. 
Secretary. 


— 


Mr, BATES, under date, Ballina, Feb. 23, 
1839, writes to the Secretary :— 


My dear Sir, 

The schools, in general, are well attended, 
much better than they were last quarter ; in- 
deed, this is one of the quarters in which the 
children are disengaged, and consequently 
have nothing to prevent them from going to 
school. 

The preaching stations in the country are 
encouraging, and many of them have indi- 
viduals of a hopeful character, We meet 
with considerable opposition from most quar- 
ters, but the kingdom of Jesus must increase 
and extend. If we are faithful in preaching 
the gospel, the promises of God assure us that 
it shall not return unto him void. The gospel 
meets the wants and condition of a sinful 
world, and is the only remedy that can pro. 
duce a holy reformation. If the gospel is 
proclaimed, and has room for the operation 
of its moral and omnipotent power, such will 
be its sanctifying, enlightening, and trium- 
phant progress, that it will soon elevate this 
world from the dark vicinity of hell, and 
place it in the illuminated neighbourhood of 
heaven, 

Last week I had the pleasure of baptizing 
a@ man who has been a Roman Catholic. For 
many years he was very much attached to 
Popery, and would give up nothing that 
seemed favourable to his cause. For six or 
seven years he has been reading and making 
inquiry, during which time he has manifested 
a consistent character,and now he has openly 
professed his love to the truth, I trust that 
he is a good man, and has experienced a 
change of heart; and most fervently pray 
that he may not only be an addition to our 
number, but an additional blessing. 

Ihave one or two more with whom I haye 


| (God willing) I shall preach at Thurles; 


conversed, and feel persuaded that they are 
walking in the narrow path, Before long I 
hope that they also may be of our number, as 
they have intimated their willingness to be 
baptized on a profession of their faith. These 
tokens of divine approbation are encouraging 
in this corner of the world, and we know that 
if we do not have the favour and loving- 
kindness of God, that our *‘ house will soon 
be left unto us desolate.” 

The congregation in this town is about as 
usual, Sometimes there are a goodly number, 
and then unly afew. When I only see a 
few, then I am often depressed in my mind ; 
when I see many, then I fear that I am lifted 
too high, and do not manifest that dependance 
upon God which I ought. I hope, how- 
ever, that I may be strengthened to hold on 
my way, and at last finish my course with 
joy. 


Under date of Feb, 22nd, Mr. Hosken, 

Clonmel, writes to the Secretary:— 
My dear Sir, - : . : 

I go publicly through the town distributing 
tracts to the people, and answering whatever 
questions they may propound. A few Sab- 
baths ago the demand was so great, that I 
had to go home and get a fresh supply. 
Many persons commenced reading them at 
once. The Pract Society is a blessed institu- 
tion; its little messengers of mercy find their 
way into places impervious to the minister of 
the gospel. Last week, in addition to my 
labours in Clonmel, which engage -me 
four days qut of the seven, I preached 
at my two eastern stations; next week 


Six Roman Catholics. promised to come te 
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hear me at one * of the above stations ; three 
came, the others were detained at work, but 
have asked permission to come next time I 
preach there. At F., on the Wednes- 
day called by the Roman Catholics Ash- 
Wednesday, I was struck at meeting so many 
people ; I, therefore, inquired where they 
were coming from ; a boy informed me from 
mass, I therefore determined in the strength 
of the Lord, to join myself to the chariots of 
some of them. I commenced by explaining 
the {kind of fast acceptable in the sight of 
God. One of them said, that Jesus fasted 
forty-days, and so ought we. I told him, 
that Christ did fast in reality forty days and 
forty nights, but they did not fast one day. 
The same person replied by asking, “ Did 
not Christ eat during this period, to supply 
his human nature with strength?’ TI told 
him, that had Christ eaten bread during that 
period, it could not have been any tempta- 
tion to him when Satan said, ‘‘ If thou be the 
Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.” He seemed quite struck at 
what I said, and very thankfully received a 
tract, as did others. I now proceeded on my 
journey, and crossed the river. Being tired, 
I sat underneath a hill in the county of Wa- 
terford ; all was silence, nothing being heard 
but the rustling of the trees. I poured ont 
my soul to God to bless my mission in this 
land of darkness, Peace flowed to my soul 
like a river, and I shall not easily forget the 
foot of that hill, made sacred by the presence 
of God. I heard a horse coming ; I went 
out to the road, and bade the rider stop him, 
and receive that tract, entitled, ‘‘ The two 
ways, and the two ends ;”” he asked me what 
it meant, I told him that he was in one of 
the two roads, at the end of one was heaven, 
at the end of the other was hell; by prayer 
to God, and the reading of that little book, 
he would+find which of the roads he was 
in. He stopped his horse, and read nearly a 
page; when thanking me, he moved on 
slowly, reading, Soon after, another person 
came by, I gave him “The Death of the 
Earl of Rochester ;” he too went on reading. 
Having rested, I proceeded on my road, being 
eighteen miles from home, and several from 
the station at which I was going to preach ; 
but had not proceeded far when, looking 
across a field, I saw five men leaning on their 
spades, hearing a book read. I looked at the 
reader, and with delight saw that it was the 
person to whom I had given the latter tract. 
It is needful, therefore, in the morning to 
sow the seed, and in the evening not to with- 
hold our hand, for we know not which shall 

prosper, whether this or that. My congrega- 


* T need not mention my reasons for not 
naming the place, as you are aware of priestly 
influence. 
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tions are very good at all my stations except 
Clonmell, there it does not decrease. One 
person at P. seems under very serious 
convictions, and requested me to come and 
pray with her. I did so, and directed her to 
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins 
of the world. She wept bitterly, and pro- 
mised to continue constant in prayer. I left 
her, I think, humbly hoping in the mercy of 
God. I have not yet got quite used to these 
journeys ; they blister my feet, and give me 
colds. J long, however, to be “a better sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ.”’ 


Mr. M’CartTnuy, Feb. 20th, writing to the 
Secretary, and detailing some of his engage- 
ments, adds ‘‘I also preach at my own house 
every Tuesday evening, and nothing can 
be more cheering than to see with what 
alacrity and earnestness the people now come 
out to hear the world of life. If raising the 
standard of the cross in the midst of ignorance, 
and the light of the gospel in the centre of 
darkness, be the object of the Society, it is 
now truly realized in preaching it here. 
From thirty to forty, and sometimes fifty, 
eagerly attend. It is a great pity we have 
not some convenient place to invite them 
to, However, we must only patiently wait 
till God is pleased to open his hand to supply 
these deficiences. But this is to be deplored 
more especially at Tullamore. Here is a 
numerously inhabited and respectable town, 
and our place of worship is like a cellar, when 
compared with other denominations. This is 
enough to chill our energy, and discourage the 
people from coming to hear us, I preached 
there last Wednesday evening, and notwith- 
standing this and other discouragements, I 
was highly pleased to see so many out. I 
have just returned, after having responded to 
the call of our friends at Coolaney, to come 


“over and help them, at their anniversary ~ 


meeting, held on the first day of the 
new year. I preached on my way, at 
Mr. Jackman’s, at Boyle, on the 30th; and 
proceeded there the next day, and had the 
happiness of meeting brother Bates, Mullarky, 
Mulhern, and, I need not add, my good 
brother Sharman: And this interview was 
brightened and increased by also seeing on 
the next day, Adam Johnston, Robert Beaty, 
Thomas Cook, Patt Brennan, and John Mo- 
naghan, the readers, whom I had the pleasure 
of knowing the time my beloved brother Wil- 
son and I made an excursion through the 
whole of. that country. Brother Mullarky 
preached a very useful preparatory sermon on 
the new year’s eve. About 9 o’clock we, and 
several respectable and otherwise interesting 
friends and brethren, from different quarters, 


-without distinction, sat down to breakfast, 


where not a word was uttered but what tended 
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to spiritual edification. The tables were hardly 
removed, when the house was filled up; and 
at 12 o’clock, by previous arrangement, I 


commenced the public service, and after the | 


usual routine was ended, preached from Isa. | 


xlix. 9,10 ; and was followed by brother Bates, | 


| 


on the nature, necessity, evidence, and utility | 


of regeneration, The expression of the coun- 


tenance of the people indicated that they | 
After | 


were edified, refreshed, and blessed. 
this we adjourned till 6o’clock in the evening, 
when brother 
people, and I followed him by such remarks 
and line of argumentas I considered applicable. 
A prayer-meeting immediately succeeded this, 
in which brethren Mulhern, Mullarky and 
Sharman devoutly and fervently addressed 
the throne of grace, imploring the divine 
blessing on the exertions of the day, and for 
the cause of the Redeemer universally. 
Brother Sharman seemed cheered and de- 
lighted to see so many of his brethren in the 
ministry rally round him, and so many of 
his friends respond to his call, to come and 
hear the gospel.” 


JOHN MONAGHAN, a reader, writes Feb. 

27th :-— 
Dear Sir, 

In my frequent engagements amongst the 
people I find them not only willing to receive 
me into their houses, but also willing and 
desirous to hear and learn the truths brought 
to their ears through the reading of God's 
holy word. Priestly opposition is not put in 
great force at present; and so long as this 
calm continues, we are sure to see a fayour- 
able result, Eliza D., of whom I made 
mention in my last letters, still continues to 
give ample testimony of her decision, Her 
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brother Mark, and also her mother, have 


| since followed her example, and are now con- 


stant attendants at our prayer-meetings. In 
one of my last visits to this woman’s house 
I was greatly rejoiced to hear her offer 
a fervent prayer for the prosperity of the 
Baptist Society, as being the means of 
enabling her little ones to read God’s holy 
word, through which, said she, “ we have 
been by God’s blessing enabled to see the 
vanity of the lying refuges in which we were 
involved, and taught to look to Jesus Christ 
alone for the salvation of our souls,” The 
particular means to which she here alluded 
was the Society’s school formerly at Oldrock,* 
where her children had been taught to read 
the holy Scriptures. Thus, blessed be God, we 
see the wise man’s injunction, ‘‘ Cast thy 
bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it 
after many days,” realized in a merciful man- 
ner to this poor woman, and to her children, 

After reading the fourth and fifth chapters 
of second Corinthians in Irish, in one of the 
houses where I called a few days ago, an old 
man who listened attentively to the observa- 
tions made, emphatically exclaimed, “I 
never heard so delightful a book in my life ;” 
and then requested I would call at his house, 
that his wife might hear it also. JI went with 
him immediately, and felt myself amply com- 
pensated by the strict attention paid by him- 
self, and his wife, and his children while 
reading and expounding several portions of 
God’s holy word. 


* This is one of the six places now applying 
for schools. The school formerly there has 
been discontinued, from the establishment of 
national schools very near it, and the with- 
drawing of the children, 
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